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Video Game Violence
Mini-Debates
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Reading
1.  Many school-age children in the United States play video games 

IRUbFORVH�WR�DQ�KRXU�D�GD\��$OPRVW�����RI�WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�YLGHR�
games contain violence, and much of it is extremely violent. In the US, 
the video game industry rates games that contain violence or sexual 
images as “M” for mature audiences. Researchers have discovered, 
though, that children as young as seven years old have played 
WKHVHbJDPHV�

2.  In July 2005, the state of Illinois passed a law that made it illegal 
WRbVHOObRU�UHQW�D�YLGHR�JDPH�FRQWDLQLQJ�YLROHQFH�RU�VH[XDO�LPDJHV�
to anyone under 18 years of age. Those who broke the law would 
IDFH�Db\HDU�LQ�SULVRQ�RU�D��������ȴQH. The video game industry was 
WROG�WRblabel these games as “violent” or “sexually explicit.” In 2006, 
WKLVbVWDWH�ODZ�ZDV�WKURZQ�RXW��

3.  For several years, lawmakers in the US tried to get video game 
ODEHOOLQJbDFWV�SDVVHG��7KH\�ZDQWHG�YLROHQW�YLGHR�JDPHV�WR�KDYH�
a warning like cigarettes. The warning would say, “WARNING: 
Exposure to violent video games has been linked to aggressive 
EHKDYLRXU�ȋ�0DQ\bSDUHQWV�DQG�UHVHDUFKHUV�VXSSRUW�WKHVH�H΍RUWV��
7KH\bDUJXH�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�SOD\�YLROHQW�YLGHR�JDPHV�PD\�DFW�
PRUHbYLROHQWO\bLQbUHDObOLIH��

4.  Many bills related to video game violence have been rejected 
E\b$PHULFDQ�FRXUWV�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�IUHH�VSHHFK��7KRVH�ZKR�VHOO�RU�
UHQW�YLGHR�JDPHV�ȴJKW�WKH�ELOOV�DQG�ZLQ��7KH\�WKLQN�WKDW�SDUHQWV��QRW�
YLGHRbVWRUHV��VKRXOG�EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�ZKDW�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�GRLQJ�
RUbVHHLQJ��ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ��QR�VFLHQWLȴF�VWXG\�LQ�WKH�86�KDV�SURYHQ�WKDW�
video games lead to aggressive behaviour. 

5.  Despite the lack of proof, many people blame gun violence in 
$PHULFDbRQ�WKH�YLGHR�JDPH�LQGXVWU\��7KH\�WKLQN�WKDW�YLROHQW�JDPLQJ�
causes DQWLVRFLDO behaviour that may lead to mass shootings. In 
2012, after the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting, a US senator 
said that video games are a bigger problem than guns. The National 
5LȵH�$VVRFLDWLRQ��15$��DJUHHG��3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKHUH�
was no proof to this; however, he asked Congress to approve funding 
to conduct further studies. The president stated, “Congress should 
IXQGbUHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�H΍HFWV�YLROHQW�YLGHR�JDPHV�KDYH�RQ�\RXQJ�
PLQGV�b:HbGRQȇW�EHQHȴW�IURP�LJQRUDQFH.”

“I'm very careful 
DERXW�KRZ�ΖbSRUWUD\�
violence in my 
ȴOPV��Ζ�GR�EHOLHYH�
that violence, 
HVSHFLDOO\bYLROHQW�
YLGHR�JDPHV�bDUH�
QRW�D�JRRG�WKLQJ�
IRUb\RXQJbNLGV�ȋ�

—Spike Lee


