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Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 

Section I Opinion Question 1 
 

 

Code Descriptor 

Blank The pages are blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided. 

Illegible The response is illegible, or irrelevant to the prompt. 

Off topic The response is off topic. 

 

 

Code 10 

The response is related to the prompt but does not express an opinion. 

OR 

The response expresses an opinion with no supporting details or provides details 

unrelated to the opinion. There is no evidence of organization. 

 

 

 

Code 20 

The response is related to the prompt, but only part of the response expresses and 

supports an opinion. 

OR 

The response is related to the prompt, and expresses and supports an opinion, but the 

opinion is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or 

repetitious. There is limited evidence of organization. 

 

 

Code 30 

The response is related to the prompt and expresses a clear opinion. There are 

insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details to the 

opinion is not always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from 

the overall communication. 

 

Code 40 
The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed 

with sufficient supporting details, however only some are specific. The organization 

is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall communication. 

 

Code 50 
The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed 

with sufficient specific supporting details. The organization is logical. 

 

Code 60 
The response is related to the assigned prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is 

developed with sufficient specific supporting details that are thoughtfully chosen. The 

organization is coherent demonstrating a thoughtful progression of ideas. 
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Annotation:  
 
The response expresses an opinion (Yes, I think teenagers place to much importance 
on what they wear) with no supporting details. There is no evidence of organization. 
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Annotation:  
 
The response is related to the prompt and expresses an opinion (Yes, I think teenagers 
do place to much importance on what they wear…). 
 
The opinion is supported (because teens think to much on what everyone else is going 
to think or say…they’ll follow people, dress how others would dress, follow a non-writen 
fashion trend). However, supporting details are insufficient. 
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Annotation:  
The response is related to the prompt and expresses a clear opinion (teenagers do put 
to much importance into what they wear). 
 
The response includes supporting details (Some people spend hours picking out there 
clothes…I have seen quite a few people, start to make fun of teens who don’t wear 
brand name clothing). However, details are insufficient. 
 
There is evidence of organization: use of paragraphs; expression of the main idea at 
the beginning; supporting details in the middle body paragraph; concluding paragraph. 
However, this response shows a lapse on organization. Ideas related to the subtopics 
(time and brand-name clothing) should be grouped together. 
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Annotation:  
A clear and consistent opinion is developed with sufficient supporting details around three subtopics: 
popularity, attention and impressing others. 
 
Some details are general (give them a reason to talk and comment about them); some are specific 
(Bench, Guess or Ed hardy). 
 
The organization is mechanical (Firstly, Secondly, Lastly, In conclusion). There is an introduction, body 
and conclusion. 
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Annotation:  
A clear and consistent opinion (teenagers do place too much importance on what they wear) is developed 
with sufficient specific supporting details (they spend too much money; they take too long to get ready; 
they feel “ugly” if they don’t have name brand clothing). 
 
Specific details and examples develop the argument: (pants and shirts and maybe a sweater can cost 
over 200$; they can get the same material and quality of pants somewhere else for 20$). 
 
The organization is logical. There is a clear introduction, body and conclusion. Ideas are clustered into 
paragraphs. Each paragraph includes a clear topic sentence and details that develop it. 
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Annotation:  
A clear and consistent opinion is developed with sufficient specific supporting details around aspects 
of self-esteem (financial success, style, social acceptance). 
 
Reasons are developed with thoughtfully chosen specific details and examples (some role models 
teenage girls look up to are Selena Gomez…; Brand names are promoted by athletes who many 
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teenagers look up to. Andy Roddick, an American tennis player promotes Costa Blanca;  Some trends 
which have stayed in style for many years are the fitted and snapback hats, flats and converse and 
skinny jeans). 
 
The organization is coherent and demonstrates a thoughtful progression of ideas. The introduction 
sets up a context for the statement of opinion. Each body paragraph is focused. The conclusion 
summarizes without simply repeating the main ideas of the argument. Each paragraph flows smoothly 
from one to another. 
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Code Descriptor 

 

Code 10 

There is insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions. 

OR 

Errors in conventions interfere with communication. 

Code 20 Errors in conventions distract from communication.  

Code 30 Errors in conventions do not distract from communication. 

Code 40 Control of conventions is evident in written work. 
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Annotation:  
 
This response provides insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions. 
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Annotation:  
 
Reading rhythm is frequently interrupted by errors in usage, including incomplete 
sentences (Like a team colour…; Like to impress a teacher…; Or a job interew), lack of 
clarity (I disagree…because if it was a windy day) and errors in spelling and punctuation 
(dis agree, through for “though”, countrys’, its for “it’s”). 
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Annotation:  
Errors in usage such as noun/pronoun agreement (When a teenager wakes 
up…they…), sentence fragments (Such as homework, studying…), lapses in 
capitalization, incorrect comma use (to buy or choose clothing, could be used…) and 
apostrophe use (kid’s for ”kids’”) do not distract from communication. 
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Annotation:  
 
Control of conventions is evident.  The response demonstrates consistent and correct use of 
conventions (sentence structure, punctuation and spelling) expected by the end of Grade 9.  
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