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When he was homeless,
David sometimes slept
on this bleacher bench in
a local park. He used his
backpack as a pillow.

Vocabulary
determination: a firm decision
to do something or reach a goal,
even if it is difficult
excel: to do very well at something
tinker: to experiment with fixing
or rebuilding things
acceptable: allowed, OK
engineering: the science of
designing and building things
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Homeless
to Harvard

David lost his home to gang violence. But he never
gave up on his dreams of college and success.

In high school, David
Boone often did his

homework in a train station.

He spent some nights
sleeping on a park bench,
using his backpack as a
pillow. David, now 18, was
homeless and on his own.

David stayed with
friends when he could. But
sometimes, he did not have
a home to go to.

Being alone on the
streets was scary. One
thing kept David going: his
determination to do well
in school. All his hard work
paid off. This fall, David
began attending Harvard
University, one of the top
colleges in the U.S.

Homeless Teen
David is from Cleveland,

Ohio. His family had

a home there until the

summer after he finished

eighth grade. That’s when a

gang attacked his house.
The gang members

were mad because David

wouldn’t join the gang.

They shot guns into his

house. No one was hurt, but
the family had to leave.
Without enough money
for a new home, everyone
had to split up. David’s
mom went to live with her
boyfriend. His three sisters
went to live with friends.
David lived with his
friend Eric for a while.
But he couldn't stay there

forever. Some nights, David
had no choice but to sleep
on park benches.

School Success

Even though many things
were difficult in David’s life,
one thing was going very
well. David was accepted
to a special high school
called MC?STEM.

Homelessness
in the U.S.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
This city has the

TN
highest rate of
homelessness in
the country, 108
per 10,000 people.
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Alaska and Hawaii are not drawn
to scale or placed in their proper
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MC?STEM is a public
school in Cleveland for kids
who excel at science. The
school turned out to be the
perfect place for David. He
especially enjoyed having
the chance to learn by
doing lots of projects.

“I like to mess with
things,” explains David.

“I like to tinker. I learn
better from projects.” At
age 6, David took apart his
family’s TV. He put it back
together, and it still worked!

High school wasn’t easy.
But David says that the
school helped him set high
standards for himself.

Even when he didn’t have
a place to stay at night,
David kept his focus on
his schoolwork.

Surviving the
Streets

While he was homeless,
David would sometimes
sleep in the park during
the day because it was
safer. “If you sleep in the
daytime in the park, people
don’t bother you,” he says.
“You're just taking a nap.
It's acceptable.”

Then David would
study through the night.
He showered at a
friend’s house when
his friend’s parents
were at work.

get caught up on work.
The school principal, Jeff
McClellan, was impressed.
Then he found out that one
reason David was coming
in early was that he had
nowhere else to go.
McClellan and his wife
wanted to help David. They
opened their doors to the
teen. David lived with them
for a year, for parts of 10th
and 11th grades.

David is proud
to be going to
Harvard this fall.

David, right, in high school, using a computer-
controlled saw to complete a project. .

Then, after two years of
bouncing between different
homes, David got some
great news. His mom had
finally been able to get a
new home for the family.

College Bound

Last May, David
graduated second in his
high school class. He was
accepted to 22 colleges. He
also won a scholarship from
the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation. It will pay for
all his college expenses.

David decided to go to
Harvard University this fall.
“I found the perfect school
for me,” he wrote in his
blog. David plans to study
engineering.
In the future, David
might look for a job at
a company like
Google. Even
better, he would
like to start his
own company.
Says David, “I

Often, David S want to work
came to school ;1” for myself.”
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very early to —Laura Linn
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READING COMPREHENSION TEST PREP

Show What You Know

Answer these questions about “Homeless to Harvard.”
Fill in the bubble next to the best answer to each question.

This story is mainly about : 7. Which statement is an opinion?
® homelessness in America ® David goes to Harvard.

David’s family David got into 22 colleges.

© a hardworking teen © David should become a teacher.
© the study of engineering ®© David was homeless.

David is from - In the quote “I learn better from
® Indiana © Ohio projects,” the word learn is
lowa © Oklahoma ® a noun © an adjective
a verb © an adverb
Which event happened first in
David’s life? David’s quote “I found the perfect
® He got into Harvard. school for me,” shows thathe ___.
He became homeless. ® is glad he’s going to Harvard
© He graduated from high school. thinks Harvard is perfect for everyone
© He took apart his family’s TV. © thinks college is not important
© dislikes school
Why did gang members shoot
guns into David’s house? The author’s purpose for writing
® They were angry with David’s mom. this story was probably to
They were angry with David. ® inform readers about David'’s life
© They thought it was someone instruct readers on engineering
else’s house. © entertain readers with fiction
© They wanted to be famous. © persuade readers to go to Harvard

Which is the best summary of the : LT %
section “School Success”? 3 '
® David did well in high school.

David likes projects.

© David was homeless.

© David likes to read.

Which fact proves that David was
a good student?

@ He didn’t want to join a gang.

He graduated second in his class.
© He slept on park benches.

® His mom got a new home.
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David Boone
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