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:KHQ�ZH�JRW�WR�WKH�<0&$��'DG�DQG�,�ZDONHG�DURXQG�WKH�SRRO�WRJHWKHU��ORRNLQJ�IRU�
OHHFKHV��,�WKRXJKW�,�VDZ�RQH��EXW�LW�ZDV�MXVW�D�%DQG�$LG��

7KH�SRRO�ZDWHU�ZDV�FOHDU�EOXH�JUHHQ�DQG�ZLWK�P\�JRJJOHV�RQ�,�FRXOG�VHH�WKH�ERWWRP��
7KHUH�ZHUH�ZLGH�EODFN�OLQHV�SDLQWHG�DORQJ�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�LW��,�XVHG�WKH�OLQHV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�,�
ZDV�VZLPPLQJ�VWUDLJKW��,�ILQLVKHG�DOO�RI�WKH�5HG�&URVV�OHVVRQV��WKHQ�,�MRLQHG�D�VZLP�FOXE�
DQG�OHDUQHG�WR�UDFH��,�WUDLQHG�HYHU\�GD\��EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�LQ�WKH�SRRO��JXLGHG�RQ�HLWKHU�VLGH�E\�
WKH�ODQH�PDUNHUV²EULJKW�VWULQJV�RI�SODVWLF�EXEEOHV��OHG�IURP�EHORZ�E\�WKH�WKLFN�EODFN�OLQHV��
:KHQ�,�WXUQHG�IRXUWHHQ�,�WUDLQHG�WZLFH�D�GD\��HYHU\�PRUQLQJ�DW�ILYH�WKLUW\�DQG�HYHU\�HYHQLQJ�
DW�ILYH��'DG�GURYH�PH�WR�SUDFWLFH�DIWHU�SUDFWLFH��GD\�DIWHU�GD\��\HDU�DIWHU�\HDU��

,�ZDV�VNLQQ\�DQG�KXQJU\�DOO�WKH�WLPH��,�DWH�D�ORW��EXW�LW�ZDV�QHYHU�HQRXJK��6RPHWLPHV�
,�VZDP�WKH�EDFNVWURNH��VWDULQJ�DW�WKH�SRRO�FHLOLQJ�DQG�GUHDPLQJ�RI�PDFDURQL�DQG�FKHHVH��
$IWHU�SUDFWLFH�,�VOLFHG�ZDIHUV�RI�FROG�EXWWHU��OHW�WKHP�PHOW�RQ�P\�WRQJXH��

,�OHDUQHG�WR�VZLP�D�ORQJ�ZD\V��EXW�,�QHYHU�GLG�JHW�FRPIRUWDEOH�LQ�PXUN\�ZDWHU��ODNHV��ULYHUV��
DQ\ZKHUH�,�FRXOGQ¶W�VHH�ERWWRP��7KDW�NLQG�RI�ZDWHU�PDGH�P\�WKURDW�RSHQ�WRR�ZLGH�WR�EULQJ�
WKH�DLU�LQWR�P\�OXQJV��PDGH�PH�EUHDWKH�IDVW��RXW�RI�FRQWURO��

7KDW¶V�ZK\��ZKHQ�,�WKLQN�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��,�JHW�TXHDV\��,�OLYHG�WKHUH�IRU�IRXU�\HDUV�ZLWK�P\�
KXVEDQG��+H�FDPH�WR�&DQDGD�RQ�EXVLQHVV��WR�WKH�DUW�JDOOHU\�ZKHUH�,�ZRUNHG��DQG�VZHSW�PH�
DZD\�WR�/RV�$QJHOHV�RQ�D�EOXH�ZDYH�RI�FKDUP��

0\�'DG�WROG�PH�QRW�WR�JR��QRW�WR�PDUU\�KLP��+H�VDLG�,�ZRXOG�EH�VRUU\��+H�VDLG��³+LV�PLG�
OLIH�FULVLV�ZLOO�SDVV�VRRQ�HQRXJK�DQG�\RX¶OO�EH�VWXFN�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD��OLNH�D�ILVK�RXW�RI�ZDWHU�´�+H�
VDLG�KH�ZRXOG�QRW�FRPH�WR�WKH�ZHGGLQJ��+H�GLGQ¶W��7KH�GD\�,�JRW�PDUULHG�,�IHOW�ORQHO\�DQG�
DIUDLG��

,�OLYHG�ZLWK�P\�KXVEDQG��P\�VLVWHU�LQ�ODZ�DQG�,DQ��LQ�D�KRXVH�LQ�WKH�6DQ�)HUQDQGR�9DOOH\��
7KH�DLU�LV�FORVH�LQ�WKDW�YDOOH\��EXW�WKH�SHRSOH�DUH�GLVWDQW��VHSDUDWHG�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU�E\�FDU�
OHQJWKV�DQG�SULYDWH�GHVLUHV��

0\�KXVEDQG¶V�VLVWHU�ZDV�D�ORYHOHVV�ZRPDQ��QR�JLUOIULHQGV�DQG�QR�ER\IULHQGV��6KH�RQFH�
FDOOHG�WKH�SROLFH�ZKHQ�VKH�IRXQG�D�UDW�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ��6KH�VFUHDPHG�LQWR�WKH�SKRQH��³+H¶V�LQ�
WKH�KRXVH��+H¶V�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�´�

³:KHUH�LQ�WKH�KRXVH"´�WKH\�GHPDQGHG��
³+H¶V�XQGHU�WKH�VWRYH�´�VKH�VKULHNHG��:KHQ�WKH�������RSHUDWRUV�IRXQG�RXW�VKH�ZDV�

WDONLQJ�DERXW�D�UDW�DQG�QRW�D�YLROHQW�SHUSHWUDWRU��WKH\�KXQJ�XS�RQ�KHU��6KH�VWRRG�RQ�WKH�IURQW�
SRUFK�IRU�IRXU�KRXUV��VZHDW�WULFNOLQJ�LQWR�WKH�VPDOO�RI�KHU�EDFN��ZDLWLQJ�IRU�KHOS�WKDW�QHYHU�
DUULYHG��$IWHU�WKDW��VKH�UHIXVHG�WR�FRRN��

,DQ�ZDV�P\�KXVEDQG¶V�VRQ�IURP�D�SUHYLRXV�PDUULDJH��7KH�VXPPHU�,DQ�ZDV�ERUQ��,�JRW�
D�QHZ�&&0�ELF\FOH�DQG�,�EXLOW�D�WUHH�IRUW�ZLWK�P\�IULHQG�(ODLQH��

,DQ�ZDV�D�VHQVLEOH�ER\��WDOO�IRU�KLV�DJH��,�ZHLJKHG�PRUH�WKDQ�KH�GLG��EXW�RXU�H\HV�ZHUH�
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OHYHO��:H�OLVWHQHG�WR�PXVLF��,�LQWURGXFHG�KLP�WR�DOEXPV�KH¶G�QHYHU�KHDUG�EHIRUH��WKH�5RFKHV��
3HQJXLQ�&DIp�2UFKHVWUD�DQG�3KLOLS�*ODVV��:H�ODXJKHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�PRYLHV��Better Off Dead��
Buckaroo Banzai��Real Genius��The Big Snit��,DQ�ZDV�D�JRRG�NLG��VPDUW��

,DQ¶V�PRP�WROG�PH�RQFH��³'RQ¶W�WU\�WR�EH�KLV�PRWKHU��KH�DOUHDG\�KDV�RQH�´�6KH�ZDV�
WDNLQJ�,DQ�DZD\�IRU�WKH�ZHHNHQG�DQG�,�ZDV�VHHLQJ�KLP�RXW�WKH�GRRU��PDNLQJ�VXUH�KH�KDG�
SDMDPDV�DQG�HQRXJK�XQGHUZHDU��,�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�EH�KLV�PRWKHU��,�MXVW�ZDQWHG�KHU�WR�NQRZ�
WKDW�,�ZDV�JRRG�WR�KLP��

2QH�GD\��,DQ��P\�KXVEDQG�DQG�,�ZHQW�WR�WKH�EHDFK�QHDU�WKH�6DQWD�0RQLFD�SLHU��,W�ZDV�D�
ZDUP�GD\�DQG�WKH�6DQWD�$QD�ZLQGV�ZKLSSHG�WKH�ZDWHU�LQWR�IURWK\�ZKLWHFDSV��

,DQ�ZDV�IUDQWLF�DERXW�VZLPPLQJ��GHVSHUDWH�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU��,�GLGQ¶W�UHDOO\�ZDQW�WR�JR�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�NLQG�RI�ZDWHU�LW�ZDV��0XUN\��,�VDLG�\HV�DQ\ZD\�EHFDXVH�KLV�IDWKHU�ZRXOGQ¶W�JR�
ZLWK�KLP��DQG�NLGV�VKRXOG�KDYH�IXQ��,�WROG�KLP��³,¶OO�VZLP�ZLWK�\RX��EXW�QRW�ZKHUH�LW¶V�RYHU�RXU�
KHDGV�´�

,DQ�ZDV�QRW�D�JRRG�VZLPPHU��EXW�JRRG�HQRXJK�WR�GR�D�IHZ�OHQJWKV��:H�VWD\HG�FORVH�WR�
VKRUH�DQG�OHW�WKH�ZDYHV�NQRFN�XV�RYHU��,�ODXJKHG�EHFDXVH�,DQ�ZDV�ODXJKLQJ�DQG�ZKRRSLQJ��
+LV�KDSSLQHVV�FDXJKW�PH�E\�WKH�DUP�DQG�VSXQ�PH�DURXQG��EUHDWKOHVV�DQG�JULQQLQJ��,DQ�
FRXOG�GR�WKDW�WR�PH��

+H�ERXQFHG�XS�DQG�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�ZDLVW�GHHS�ZDWHU��³/RRN�DW�WKDW�´�KH�VDLG��SRLQWLQJ�D�
VOHQGHU�DUP��VFUDSHG�DW�WKH�HOERZ��WRZDUG�WKH�RSHQ�ZDWHU��³7KDW¶V�VR�DZHVRPH�´�7KHUH�
ZHUH�ER\V�RQ�EHOO\�ERDUGV��ILIW\�\DUGV�RXW��FDWFKLQJ�WKH�ELJJHU�ZDYHV��

³/HW¶V�JR�WKHUH�´�,DQ�VDLG��³,W¶V�QRW�WKDW�GHHS�DQG�WKH�ZDYHV�DUH�EHWWHU��&DQ�ZH"´�
³1RSH�´�,�VKRRN�P\�KHDG�DQG�KLV�VPLOH�IDGHG��,�JUDEEHG�KLV�ZDLVW�DQG�WLFNOHG�KLP��

H[WUDFWLQJ�PRUH�ODXJKWHU�DQG�D�GHVSHUDWH�VTXLUP��.LVVHG�WKH�WRS�RI�KLV�KHDG��WKH�VPHOO�RI�
VDOW�DQG�VXQVKLQH��

³3OHDVH��SOHDVH��FDQ�ZH�JR"�,¶OO�VWD\�ULJKW�EHVLGH�\RX��3OHDVH"´�
,�GLGQ¶W�OLNH�WKH�LGHD��EXW�KH�ZDV�ULJKW�DERXW�WKH�ZDYHV��
,�WROG�KLP�ZH�KDG�WR�JR�D�OLWWOH�IXUWKHU�XS�WKH�EHDFK��EHFDXVH�,�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WKH�EHOO\�

ERDUGHUV�WR�UXQ�XV�RYHU��:H�ZHQW�VRXWK��GRZQ�WKH�VKRUH��QRW�PRUH�WKDQ�WKLUW\�\DUGV�RU�VR��
ZDGLQJ�LQWR�FKHVW�KLJK�ZDWHU�XQWLO��FOHDU�RI�WKH�ERDUGHUV��ZH�VWRSSHG�WR�UHVW��:H�SXW�RXU�
EDFNV�WR�WKH�LQFRPLQJ�ZDYHV��ZDWFKHG�D�JXOO�ULVH�DQG�GULIW�QRUWK��

,�FRXOG�VHH�,DQ¶V�IDWKHU�RQ�WKH�EHDFK��+H�ZDV�O\LQJ�LQ�WKH�VDQG��SUHWHQGLQJ�QRW�WR�ZDWFK�
WKH�EURQ]HG��EORQGH�JLUOV�SOD\LQJ�EHDFK�YROOH\EDOO��+H�ZDV�O\LQJ�RQ�KLV�VWRPDFK��KLGLQJ�KLV�
SRW�EHOO\�IURP�WKH�VXQ�DQG�IURP�WKHLU�YLHZ��

,DQ�DQG�,�VWDUWHG�VZLPPLQJ�RXW�WR�WKH�ELJJHU�ZDYHV��DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�VHHPHG�RND\��,W¶V�
KDUG�WR�WHOO�ZKHUH�\RX�DUH�LQ�WKH�RFHDQ��QR�ODQH�PDUNHUV��QR�ERWWRP�OLQHV��

,�ZDV�VZLPPLQJ�DQG�ZRQGHULQJ�LI��LQ�&DOLIRUQLD��LW�ZDV�RND\�IRU�D�PDUULHG�PDQ�WR�OLH�RQ�
WKH�EHDFK�ZDWFKLQJ�JLUOV�ZKLOH�KLV�VHFRQG�ZLIH�HQWHUWDLQHG�KLV�VRQ��



&RS\ULJKW��������7KH�2QWDULR�(GXFDWLRQDO�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�$XWKRULW\��$OO�ULJKWV�UHVHUYHG�

2/&�2

6XSSOHPHQWDU\�5HDGLQJ�3DFNDJH

792�,/&

�����

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� �

� � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� �

� � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� �

� � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� �

� � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

7KDW¶V�ZKHQ�,�QRWLFHG�,DQ�DQG�,�ZHUH�EHLQJ�SXOOHG�RXW�WR�VHD��:H¶G�WDNHQ�RQO\�D�IHZ�
VWURNHV��EXW�ZH�ZHUH�QHDUO\�DV�IDU�IURP�VKRUH�DV�WKH�ERDUGHUV��$�IHZ�VHFRQGV�ODWHU��ZH�
SDVVHG�WKHP��

,DQ�GLGQ¶W�QRWLFH��
+H�NHSW�VZLPPLQJ�XQWLO�,�VDLG��³,DQ��6WRS��6WDQG�XS�´�
,�GURSSHG�P\�IHHW�WR�ERWWRP�DQG�IHOW�P\�WRHV�GUDJJLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�VDQG��MXVW�EULHIO\��

7KHQ�WKH�ERWWRP�GURSSHG�DZD\�DQG�WKH�ZDWHU�ZDV�RYHU�P\�KHDG��
³+HDG�EDFN�WR�VKRUH��,DQ�´�,�FDOOHG��$�KROORZQHVV�ZDV�RSHQLQJ�LQ�P\�WKURDW��,DQ�WXUQHG�

DURXQG�ZLWKRXW�DUJXPHQW��
³<RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�WR�VZLP�KDUG�´�,�VDLG��³:H¶UH�LQ�VRPH�NLQG�RI�FXUUHQW�´�
,DQ�VZDP�KDUG��,�VZDP�EHKLQG�KLP��SXVKLQJ�KLP�IRUZDUG�E\�WKH�VROHV�RI�KLV�IHHW��,�FRXOG�

VHH�WKH�ERDUGHUV��IRUZDUG��WR�RXU�OHIW��:H�VZDP�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��:H�GLGQ¶W�JHW�DQ\�FORVHU��
0\�KXVEDQG�ZDV�D�GDUN�PDUN�RQ�WKH�EHDFK��+H�VHHPHG�WR�EH�WDONLQJ�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�

YROOH\EDOO�SOD\HUV��,�FRXOG�VHH�KHU�SDOH�\HOORZ�KDLU��6KH�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�DERYH�KLP��KDQGV�RQ�
KLSV��+H�ZDV�VLWWLQJ�LQ�WKH�VDQG��OHJV�EXQGOHG�WR�FKHVW��,�EXULHG�P\�IDFH�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU��VZDP�
KDUG�IRU�VKRUH��

,DQ¶V�IURQW�FUDZO�JUHZ�ODPH��+H�ZDV�EUHDWKLQJ�ORXG�DQG�IDVW��H[KDOLQJ�WZLFH�ZLWK�HYHU\�
VWURNH��+H�FRXOGQ¶W�GUDJ�KLV�DUPV�RXW�RI�WKH�ZDWHU��

³.HHS�VZLPPLQJ��,DQ�´�,�JURZOHG��
³,�FDQ¶W�´�
³<RX�KDYH�WR�´�
,DQ�NHSW�VZLPPLQJ��+H�NQHZ�ZH�ZHUH�LQ�WURXEOH��

,�WKRXJKW�DERXW�MHOO\ILVK�VWLQJV�DQG��MXVW�RQFH��OHHFKHV��EUHDWKHG�VORZO\��ORRNHG�WRZDUG�WKH�
EHDFK��7KH�YROOH\EDOO�JLUO�ZDV�VLWWLQJ�E\�P\�KXVEDQG��WKH\�VDW�IDFH�WR�IDFH��ODXJKLQJ��

,DQ�VWDUWHG�WR�FU\��
³,�KDYH�D�FUDPS�LQ�P\�FDOI�´�KH�VDLG��
,�NQRZ�KRZ�EDG�WKDW�FDQ�EH��OLNH�D�URG�RI�KRW�LURQ�ULJKW�WKURXJK�WKH�EHOO\�RI�WKH�PXVFOH��
³)ORDW�RQ�\RXU�EDFN�IRU�D�ZKLOH�´�
,DQ�WULHG��EXW�WKH�ZDYHV�NHSW�ZDVKLQJ�LQWR�KLV�PRXWK��PDNLQJ�KLP�FRXJK��ZHDN�DQG�

ZDWHU\��
,�OLIWHG�,DQ¶V�KHDG�RXW�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�DQG�KHOG�LW�XS��VLGH�VWURNLQJ�LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�VKRUH��

1RW�ORVLQJ�JURXQG��QRW�JDLQLQJ�JURXQG��VWURNH�DIWHU�VWURNH��6RPHWKLQJ�LQ�P\�VKRXOGHU�
VQDSSHG��DQG�WKH�MRLQW�EHJDQ�WR�JULQG��0\�VLGHV�FOHQFKHG�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�VSDVPV�RI�H[KDXVWLRQ��
,�WULHG�WR�DGG�LW�XS��1HDUO\�KDOI�DQ�KRXU�RI�VZLPPLQJ�LQ�SODFH��ILIWHHQ�PLQXWHV�RI�SXOOLQJ�,DQ��
7KDW�ZDV�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�WKUHH�PLOHV�DW�OHDVW��VR�,�VWLOO�KDG�WZR�PRUH�PLOHV�OHIW�LQ�PH��PD\EH�
WKUHH��
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,�IHOW�GL]]\��7KH�ZDWHU�IHOW�VR�FROG�QRZ��
,�ZDQWHG�WR�OHW�,DQ�JR��,�FRXOG�VHH�KLV�IDWKHU��UHDFKLQJ�WR�WRXFK�WKH�EURQ]H�JLUO��
³&DQ�\RX�WU\�DJDLQ��,DQ"�-XVW�VZLP�IRU�D�PLQXWH�´�
³1R��,¶P�WRR�WLUHG�´�
³-XVW�WU\��IRU�PH�´�
,�GLGQ¶W�ZDLW�IRU�KLP�WR�DQVZHU��,�MXVW�OHW�KLP�JR��,�NQHZ�LQVWDQWO\�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�PLVWDNH��

+H�VWDUWHG�WR�GULIW�DZD\�IURP�PH��VHDZDUG��,�ZDWFKHG�WKH�GLVWDQFH�EHWZHHQ�XV�JURZ�XQWLO�KH�
VFUHDPHG��

³0RP��KHOS�´�
“You can shave four seconds off your best one hundred-yard time if you pull harder. 

Slow your cadence, and pull like this.” 

“Okay, coach.” 

,�SXOOHG�KDUG��ERG\�ULJLG��KHDG�GRZQ��EUHDNLQJ�WKH�ZDYHV��$�VSULQW��DQDHURELF��QR�WLPH�
WR�EUHDWKH��QR�QHHG�WR�EUHDWKH��%XW�ZKHQ�,�JRW�WKHUH��,DQ�ZDV�DOUHDG\�JRLQJ�XQGHU��KLV�IDFH�
GLVWRUWHG�E\�SDQLF��+H�JUDEEHG�RQWR�PH��VQDUOHG�P\�OLPEV�ZLWK�KLV��+H�ZDV�WU\LQJ�WR�NHHS�
KLV�KHDG�DERYH�ZDWHU�DQG�KH�SXVKHG�PH�XQGHU��+H�KHOG�PH�WKHUH��DQG�IRU�D�IHZ�VHFRQGV�,�
ZDLWHG��KRSLQJ�KH�ZRXOG�VHWWOH��:KHQ�,�VWDUWHG�WR�UXQ�RXW�RI�DLU��,�SXOOHG�P\VHOI�GRZQZDUG��
DZD\�IURP�KLP��GHHSHU�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHU��

,W�VXUSULVHG�PH�ZKHQ�P\�WRHV�KLW�WKH�VDQG��7KH�ERWWRP�KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�WRR�IDU�DZD\��
WZHOYH�RU�ILIWHHQ�IHHW�DW�PRVW��WKH�ZDWHU�QRW�PXFK�GHHSHU�WKDQ�WKH�GLYLQJ�WDQN�DW�WKH�<0&$��
,�RSHQHG�P\�H\HV�DQG�ORRNHG�XS��7KH�ZDWHU�IHOW�TXLHW��,�FRXOG�VHH�,DQ��DERYH�PH��
VLOKRXHWWHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�\HOORZ�EDOO�RI�WKH�VXQ��,�ZDV�VR�WLUHG��DQG�LW�ZDV�VR�VRIW�DQG�ZDUP�
XQGHU�WKDW�GHHS�EODQNHW�RI�ZDWHU��,�WKRXJKW�,�ZRXOG�VOHHS��MXVW�IRU�D�PLQXWH�RU�WZR��FROOHFW�P\�
VWUHQJWK�IRU�WKH�VZLP�EDFN�WR�VKRUH��$OUHDG\�GUHDPLQJ��P\�NQHHV�WRXFKHG�FRDUVH�VDQG��

Kitchen table. Cinnamon toast. 

“How come I didn’t win, Dad?” 

“Did you do your best?” Melted butter and spiced sugar, turning liquid on my tongue. 

“Yes.” 

Dad’s eyes, wise, weariness in the corners. “To win, you have to give until it hurts, then 
give some more.” 

2Q�WKH�VXUIDFH�RI�WKH�ZDWHU��,DQ�ZDV�VWLOO��0\�FKHVW�URDUHG�KRW��,�SXVKHG�P\VHOI�XSZDUG��
RII�WKH�ERWWRP��WRZDUG�WKH�SDOH�OLJKW�DQG�WKH�GDUN�VKDGRZ�RI�D�ER\��

$W�VXUIDFH��,�GUDJJHG�DLU�LQWR�DFKLQJ�OXQJV��
,DQ�RQ�KLV�EDFN��)ORDWLQJ��
³,�WKRXJKW�\RX�PLJKW�EH�GHDG�´�KH�VDLG�DOPRVW�PDWWHU�RI�IDFWO\��³,�GLG�OLNH�\RX�WROG�PH��

,¶P�IORDWLQJ���+LV�ERG\�FRQYXOVHG�ZLWK�XQFRQWUROODEOH�VKLYHUV��
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³,¶P�VRUU\��,DQ��,�ZRQ¶W�OHW�\RX�JR�DJDLQ�´�
,�OD\�RQ�P\�EDFN��DQG�FUDGOHG�,DQ¶V�KHDG�RQ�P\�FKHVW��,�WKRXJKW�WKDW�LI�,�FRXOG�VZLP�

QRUWK��JHW�FORVHU�WR�WKH�ERDUGHUV��,�FRXOG�\HOO�IRU�KHOS��,�NLFNHG�XV�QRUWKZDUG��SDUDOOHO�WR�WKH�
EHDFK��

,�NQRZ�DERXW�WKH�FXUUHQWV�QRZ��%DQGV��VRPHWLPHV�DV�QDUURZ�DV�WZHQW\�RU�WKLUW\�IHHW�
DFURVV��WKDW�SXOO�WRZDUG�GHHSHU�ZDWHU��6ZLP�SDUDOOHO�WR�VKRUH�DQG�\RX�FDQ�EH�IUHH�RI�WKHP�LQ�
D�PLQXWH��6ZLP�WRZDUG�VKRUH�DQG�\RX�EDWWOH�WKH�FXUUHQW�XQWLO�\RX�GLH��

,�NLFNHG�DQG�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�VN\��,�EUHDWKHG�VORZO\��,�NLFNHG�DQG�NLFNHG�XQWLO�ERWK�FDOYHV�
ORFNHG�LQWR�WLJKW�EDOOV��/XQJV�IHOW�VR�KRW��VR�IXOO��

,�WKRXJKW�RI�WKH�GLVWDQFH�VZLPPHU�,�RQFH�VDZ�RQ�WHOHYLVLRQ��7KH�79�FUHZ�ILOPHG�KHU�DV�
VKH�VZDP�IURP�&XED�WR�)ORULGD��D�ERDW�EHVLGH�KHU��NHHSLQJ�SDFH��7KH�ERDW�VXSSRUWHG�D�
PRYLQJ�QHW��D�ER[�RI�LURQ�PHVK�WR�NHHS�DZD\�VKDUNV�DQG�MHOO\ILVK��,W�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�QLFH��
WKDW�QHW��6KH�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�NQRZ�VKH�ZDV�LQ�WKH�ULJKW�SODFH��LQ�PLOHV�RI�RSHQ�ZDWHU��HYHQ�
ZLWKRXW�DQ\�ERWWRP�OLQHV��

,DQ�ZDV�TXLHW��UHVWLQJ��+LV�VKLYHULQJ�KDG�QHDUO\�VWRSSHG��,W�VRXQGHG�OLNH�KH�ZDV�
KXPPLQJ��,�KDG�WKH�VPHOO�RI�PDFDURQL�DQG�FKHHVH�LQ�P\�QRVWULOV��WKH�WDVWH�RI�VOLFN��ZDUP�
EXWWHU�RQ�P\�WRQJXH��

,�OD\�RQ�P\�EDFN��NLFNLQJ��SXOOLQJ�ZHDNO\�DW�WKH�ZDWHU�ZLWK�RQH�DUP��,�KDGQ¶W�ORRNHG�
DURXQG�IRU�D�ZKLOH��PD\EH�WHQ�RU�ILIWHHQ�PLQXWHV��EXW�VXGGHQO\�,�FRXOG�KHDU�WKH�ERDUGHUV��

³,DQ��FDQ�\RX�VZLP�IRU�D�VHFRQG"´�
³,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�VR�´�
,�KHOG�,DQ�XSULJKW�ZLWK�RQH�DUP�DQG�WXUQHG�RQWR�P\�VWRPDFK��:H�QHDUO\�UDQ�LQWR�D�EORQG�

ER\��SHUKDSV�ILIWHHQ�
³3OHDVH�´�,�DVNHG��³0\�VRQ�LV�H[KDXVWHG��&DQ�,�XVH�\RXU�ERDUG�WR�WRZ�KLP�WR�VKRUH"´�
7KH�ER\�VDLG�QRWKLQJ��EXW�SLORWHG�KLV�ERDUG�WR�PH��+H�KHOSHG�PH�KHDYH�,DQ�RQWR�WKH�

ERDUG�DQG�WRJHWKHU�ZH�WRZHG�LW�WR�VKRUH��
$V�ZH�PDGH�RXU�ZD\�LQ��,�FRXOG�VHH�P\�KXVEDQG��KLV�KDQG�RQ�WKH�ZDLVW�RI�WKH�EURQ]H�

JLUO��VOLGLQJ�LW�VORZO\�RYHU�WKH�VOLFN�VNLQ�RI�KHU�EHOO\�WRZDUG�KHU�EUHDVW��6KH�EUXVKHG�KLV�KDQG��
LQ�WKDW�³VRPHERG\�PLJKW�EH�ZDWFKLQJ´�NLQG�RI�ZD\��+HU�ELNLQL�KDG�D�SDWWHUQ�RI�WHGG\�EHDUV�RQ�
LW��

:KHQ�ZH�JRW�WR�VKRUH��,�WKDQNHG�WKH�EORQG�ER\��7KHQ�,�WKUHZ�XS�LQ�WKH�VDQG��0RVWO\�
VDOW�ZDWHU��,�UHWFKHG�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DIWHU�P\�VWRPDFK�ZDV�HPSW\��7KHUH�ZHUH�ZLGH�EOHHGLQJ�
ZHOWV�RQ�P\�DUPV�DQG�EDFN��DQG�RQH�H\H�ZDV�VZROOHQ�VKXW��0\�ULJKW�VKRXOGHU�IHOW�VSOLQWHUHG�
LQVLGH��

,DQ�VDW�ZLWK�PH�DQG�FRYHUHG�KLV�HDUV�ZLWK�KLV�KDQGV�DV�P\�VWRPDFK�KHDYHG�DJDLQ��+H�
ORRNHG�DW�P\�EOHHGLQJ�DUPV��³,�GLG�WKDW��GLGQ¶W�,"´�,�QRGGHG��+H�FULHG��DQG�WKDW�KXUW�ZRUVH�
WKDQ�WKH�ZHOWV�RU�P\�H\H��

³6KRXOG�,�JHW�P\�GDG"´�KH�DVNHG��



&RS\ULJKW��������7KH�2QWDULR�(GXFDWLRQDO�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�$XWKRULW\��$OO�ULJKWV�UHVHUYHG�

2/&�2

6XSSOHPHQWDU\�5HDGLQJ�3DFNDJH

792�,/&

������

� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

,�ZKHH]HG�D�VKDOORZ�³<HV�´�
,DQ�VWXPEOHG�DZD\�IURP�PH�DQG�FDPH�EDFN�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�ODWHU�ZLWK�D�WRZHO��³'DG¶V�

EXV\�ULJKW�QRZ��+H�VDLG�KH¶OO�EH�KHUH�LQ�D�PLQXWH��$UH�\RX�RND\"�$UH�\RX�JRLQJ�WR�WKURZ�XS�
DJDLQ"´�

³,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�VR�´�7KH�WDVWH�RI�ELWWHU�ELOH�RQ�P\�WHHWK�DQG�JXPV��
³*RRG�´�+H�SORSSHG�LQWR�WKH�VDQG�DQG�WRRN�P\�KDQG��:H�KXGGOHG�WRJHWKHU�DQG�,�

ZUDSSHG�WKH�EHDFK�WRZHO�DURXQG�XV��KHOG�,DQ�FORVH��RXU�FRRO�VNLQ�WRXFKLQJ��ZDUPLQJ��:H�
VDW��VLOHQW��ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�ZDYHV�WXPEOH�RQWR�WKH�VDQG��

7KUHH�PRQWKV�ODWHU�,�GLYRUFHG�,DQ¶V�IDWKHU��,�ZDVQ¶W�DOORZHG�WR�VHH�,DQ�DQ\�PRUH��,�FDPH�
KRPH��
,DQ�LV�D�PDQ�QRZ��/DVW�\HDU�KH�FDPH�WR�YLVLW�PH��DOO�WKH�ZD\�IURP�&DOLIRUQLD��+H�LV�WDOO��DQG�
KDQGVRPH��DQG�YHU\�VPDUW��:H�ZHQW�IRU�ORQJ�ZDONV�DQG�VDQJ�DOO�WKH�ROG�VRQJV�ZH�FRXOG�
UHPHPEHU��Cats��7KH�5RFKHV��Songs from Liquid Days��:H�WDONHG�DERXW�ZKHQ�ZH�OLYHG�
WRJHWKHU��DERXW�'LVQH\ODQG��DQG�0DJLF�0RXQWDLQ�DQG�VKRSSLQJ�DW�WKH�*DOOHULD��:H�WDONHG�
DERXW�ZKDW�KH�ZRXOG�GR�ZKHQ�KH�ILQLVKHG�FROOHJH��KLV�FDUHHU�DV�D�SKRWRJUDSKHU��KLV�GHVLUH�
WR�PRYH�WR�/RQGRQ��+H�WROG�PH�DERXW�D�JLUO�KH�KDG�IDOOHQ�LQ�ORYH�ZLWK��KRZ�VKH�KDG�EURNHQ�
KLV�KHDUW��+H�VDLG�QRWKLQJ�RI�KLV�IDWKHU��,�GLGQ¶W�DVN��

7KH�GD\�EHIRUH�KH�ZHQW�EDFN�WR�&DOLIRUQLD��,DQ�WRRN�P\�ELJJHVW�\HOORZ�WRZHO��UROOHG�KLV�
EDWKLQJ�VXLW�DQG�D�SDLU�RI�JRJJOHV�LQVLGH�LW��DQG�GURYH�PH�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�VZLPPLQJ�SRRO�QHDU�
P\�KRXVH��,�ZDWFKHG�KLP�GRLQJ�OHQJWKV�IURP�D�VHDW�LQ�WKH�JDOOHU\��+H�LV�D�SRZHUIXO�VZLPPHU�
QRZ��ZLWK�D�EURDG�EDFN��VWURQJ�OLPEV�DQG�D�ZHOO�WXQHG�IURQW�FUDZO��+H�UDFHG�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��
³/LNH�\RX�GLG�´�KH�VPLOHG��³EXW�SUREDEO\�D�ORW�IDVWHU�´�

,�DVNHG�KLP�WKDW�QLJKW��DIWHU�GLQQHU��LI�KH�HYHU�VZDP�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�RII�WKH�FRDVW��
+H�VZLUOHG�KLV�ILQJHUWLS�LQ�D�GUL]]OH�RI�FKHHVH�VDXFH�WKDW�HGJHG�KLV�SODWH��³2QO\�ZKHQ�

,�KDYH�WR�´�KH�UHSOLHG��OLFNLQJ�KLV�ILQJHU�FOHDQ��³,�GRQ¶W�OLNH�WKH�RFHDQ�PXFK��%XW�LI�,�HYHU�
KDYH�NLGV��,¶OO�PDNH�VXUH�WKH\�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�VZLP�LQ�VXUI��,¶OO�PDNH�VXUH�WKH\�NQRZ�DERXW�
WKH�FXUUHQWV�´�

$IWHU�EUHDNIDVW�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�,DQ�IOHZ�WR�&DOLIRUQLD��,�GURYH�EDFN�WR�WKH�SRRO��

7KH�ZDWHU�LV�GLIIHUHQW�QRZ��
³*RYHUQPHQW�OHJLVODWLRQ�DQG�FKORULQH�UHVWULFWLRQV�´�WKH�OLIHJXDUG�VDLG��VODSSLQJ�D�JUH\�

PRS�RQWR�WKH�ZKLWH�GHFN��³7KH�SXEOLF�SRROV�KDYH�DOO�EHHQ�UHWURILWWHG�IRU�VDOW�ZDWHU�´�+H�
VZDEEHG�OLPSO\��³-XVW�DV�VWHULOH��DQG�EHWWHU�IRU�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�´�

7KH�VDOW�PXGGLHG�WKH�EOXH�JUHHQ�ZDWHU��PDGH�LW�OHVV�FOHDU��7KH�OLQHV�RQ�WKH�ERWWRP�ZHUH�
EOXUU\��HYHQ�ZLWK�JRJJOHV��%XW�VDOW�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�PDNHV�D�VZLPPHU�EXR\DQW��,�IORDWHG�HDVLO\��
,�VZDP�D�IHZ�VORZ�PLOHV��0RYLQJ�OLNH�D�ND\DN��)HOW�WKH�VLPSOH�SXOO�RI�HDFK�DUP��WKH�

VPRRWK�WKUXVW�IRUZDUG��P\�KHDG�VOLFLQJ�WKH�ZDWHU�OLNH�D�SURZ��P\�VSLQH��FRPSUHVVHG�E\�
JUDYLW\��HORQJDWLQJ��,�ZDWFKHG�WKH�GDUN�PDVV�RI�P\�RZQ�VKDGRZ�RQ�WKH�SRRO�ERWWRP�IROORZ�
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PH�IURP�HQG�WR�HQG��,�VZDP�DQG�VZDP�XQWLO�WKH�QDJJLQJ�KXQJHU�UHWXUQHG��WKHQ�,�OHW�LW�VLW�
WKHUH��IDPLOLDU��

$�OXNHZDUP�VKRZHU�LQ�D�FROG�ORFNHU�URRP��,�FDUHIXOO\�GULHG�P\VHOI�ZLWK�D�FOHDQ�WRZHO��
IUHVK�IURP�WKH�GU\HU��,�GUHQFKHG�P\�VDOW�SDUFKHG�VNLQ�ZLWK�ORWLRQ��VZHHW�VFHQWHG�ZLWK�RUDQJH�
DQG�\ODQJ�� WR�SURWHFW�LW�IURP�WKH�KDUVK��GU\�FROG�RI�DXWXPQ��

,�FDQ�VWLOO�VZLP�TXLWH�D�ZD\V��

��\ODQJ��D�VFHQWHG�RLO�GHULYHG�IURP�IORZHUV�


