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Photographs are useful sources of information. Learning to “read the clues” in photographs can help

us learn about historical or contemporary events, time periods or people. The “SW” questions (Who,
What, Where, When and Why) is a technique used by reporters when investigating an event — and may
be helpful in interpreting a photograph. Each of the sSW questions can help us focus on clues (hints or
pieces of information that help us find out something) or evidence in the picture. We can then use these
clues to help us draw conclusions (answers or ideas that we think of because of a clue) about what is
happening in a photograph.

Consider the picture below:

(Photograph by Alessia Giuliani / Catholic Press Photo)

Prepared with assistance from TC2, The Critical Thinking Consortium. © 2022

2021/2022: ISSUE 8 WHAT IN THE WORLD? « LEVEL 1 PAGE 11



NATIONAL
L/
5d A PONTIFF'S HEARTFEL
— POPE FRANCIS EXPRESSES SHAME OVER CANADAS RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS

1. Use the chart below to help you interpret what is happening in the photograph. Record as much
evidence as you can for each question.

Clues (what you see in the picture) Conclusions (what you think about
what you see)

Who is in the
photograph?

What are the
people doing?

Where is the
action taking
place?

When did the
action in the
photograph
take place?
Why is

the action
happening?

2. Write a caption: Develop a complete and believable explanation (or caption) for the photograph. A
good explanation answers all of the sW questions, is supported with evidence, and leaves no doubts about
the conclusions.
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