
Lesson Notes: Corporations in International and Domestic

Policy

Corporations, both big and small, play significant roles in shaping policies at both international

and domestic levels. Here’s how they do it, explained in simple terms:

Lobbying

● What it is: Companies try to influence government decisions to favor their interests. They
talk to politicians or government officials and present arguments for policies that would
benefit their business.

● Example: A tech company might lobby for less strict data regulation laws, arguing that
such laws would allow for innovation and better services for customers.

Trade Missions

● What it is: Companies often participate in trade missions organized by governments or
trade associations to explore business opportunities in other countries.

● Example: A group of food producers might join a trade mission to another country to find
new buyers for their products. This helps them expand their market and also supports
the government's goal of increasing exports.

Public Relations Campaigns

● What it is: Corporations use media and public campaigns to shape public opinion in
favor of their positions on certain policies.

● Example: A renewable energy company might launch a campaign to highlight the
benefits of renewable energy, aiming to gain public support for government subsidies or
favorable regulations.

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Initiatives

● What it is: Through CSR, companies take up social, environmental, or economic
initiatives that align with public or governmental interests, indirectly influencing policy by
setting examples or creating a public demand for certain kinds of policies.

● Example: A company might start a large-scale recycling program, showcasing its
benefits and potentially influencing policy makers to consider more stringent recycling
laws.

Participating in Advisory Committees

● What it is: Businesses often have representatives in advisory committees or boards that
consult with the government on policy decisions.



● Example: An executive from a pharmaceutical company might be part of a health
advisory board that helps shape policies on drug approval processes.

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)

● What it is: These are collaborations between government entities and private companies
to work on public projects or services, often leading to policy innovations or changes.

● Example: A government might partner with a tech company to develop smart city
technologies, influencing policies around urban development and data usage.

Contributing to Political Campaigns

● What it is: Corporations may donate to political campaigns or political action
committees (PACs) to support candidates whose policy positions align with their
business interests.

● Example: A construction company might contribute to the campaign of a political
candidate who supports infrastructure spending.

In Summary: Corporations engage in a variety of activities to influence both international and

domestic policies. By lobbying, participating in trade missions, running public relations

campaigns, engaging in CSR, sitting on advisory committees, forming PPPs, and contributing to

political campaigns, they aim to create a favorable environment for their operations and growth.

These actions show how businesses and governments interact in complex ways to shape the

world we live in.


