
Lesson Notes: Role of the Canada Border Services Agency

(CBSA)

Introduction:

The Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) plays a crucial role in facilitating trade, ensuring

border security, and supporting economic development in Canada. This lesson will delve into the

functions and responsibilities of the CBSA and its impact on cross-border traffic and economic

activities.

Functions of the CBSA:

● Border Security: The primary responsibility of the CBSA is to ensure the security and
integrity of Canada's borders. This includes preventing the entry of individuals and goods
that pose a threat to national security or public safety.

● Customs and Immigration: The CBSA administers customs and immigration laws at
border crossings, airports, and ports of entry. It processes travelers, inspects goods, and
enforces regulations related to imports, exports, and immigration.

● Trade Facilitation: The CBSA facilitates the smooth flow of legitimate trade by expediting
the clearance of goods and reducing administrative barriers for businesses engaged in
international trade.

● Revenue Collection: The agency collects duties, taxes, and fees on imported goods,
contributing to government revenues and ensuring compliance with trade regulations.

● Enforcement: The CBSA enforces laws and regulations related to border security,
customs, immigration, and trade. It conducts inspections, investigations, and
enforcement actions to address violations and deter illicit activities.



Supporting Economic Development:

​ Efficient Trade Flows: By streamlining border processes and reducing clearance times
for goods, the CBSA contributes to the efficiency of trade flows, enabling businesses to
access international markets more effectively.

​
​ Trade Compliance: The CBSA's enforcement activities help maintain a level playing field

for Canadian businesses by ensuring compliance with trade regulations and preventing
unfair trade practices.

​
​ Infrastructure Investments: The agency invests in border infrastructure and technology

to modernize border crossings, enhance security, and improve the flow of goods and
people across the border.

​
​ Partnerships: The CBSA collaborates with other government agencies, industry

stakeholders, and international partners to develop and implement initiatives that
support economic development and enhance border management capabilities.

Conclusion:

The Canada Border Services Agency plays a pivotal role in safeguarding Canada's borders,

facilitating trade, and promoting economic prosperity. Its functions and activities are essential

for maintaining border security, facilitating legitimate cross-border traffic, and supporting the

growth of Canada's economy in an increasingly interconnected global marketplace.

Discussion Points:

​ Border Efficiency: How can the CBSA further enhance the efficiency of border processes
to support economic growth and competitiveness?

​ Technology Adoption: What role does technology play in improving border security and
trade facilitation efforts?

​ Balancing Security and Trade Facilitation: How can the CBSA balance the need for
stringent border security measures with the imperative to facilitate legitimate trade and
travel?


