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Hangzhou—Paradise on Earth

The famous Italian traveler Marco Polo was so impressed by the beauty of Hangzhou that he
described it as “the most fascinating city in the world where one feels that one is in paradise.” In
China, there has been a century-old popular saying praising the city, “There is paradise in
heaven and there are Suzhou and Hangzhou on earth.”

Hangzhou’s fame mainly lies in its picturesque West Lake. As it is beautiful all the year round,
the West Lake was compared by Su Dongpo, a celebrated poet of the Song Dynasty, to a beauty
“who is always charming whether she is richly adorned or plainly dressed”. In Hangzhou, you
will find the lake not only a perfect delight to the eye but also a joy to stroll along the busy
streets, taste famous Hangzhou dishes and buy some special local products.

The West Lake is bisected by the Su Causeway and the Bai Causeway which look like two green
ribbons floating gracefully on the blue waters. In the center of the lake are three isles—
Ruangongdun Isle, Huxinting Isle and Xiaoyingzhou Isle. With ripples on the water’s surface and
thickly wooded hills dotted by exquisite pavilions on its four sides, the West Lake is one of
China’s best known scenic spots.

Hangzhou residents have their way of enjoying the beauty of the West Lake. According to them,
“the West Lake looks more delightful on rainy days than on clear days, but it is at its best after
darkness has fallen”. When you are in Hangzhou, you’d better go and take in the charm of the
lake for yourself to see if the comment is true.

As one of China’s six ancient capital cities, Hangzhou has a history of more than 2,000 years. It is
famous not only for its natural beauty but also for its cultural traditions. Apart from a large
number of poems and inscriptions in its praise left behind by scholars and men of letters
throughout the centuries, it also boasts delicious food and pretty handicrafts.

Hangzhou is the home of silk in China. Its silk products come in a great variety, among which its
brocade is especially attractive. Hangzhou also specializes in making black paper fans and
sandalwood fans. Other specialties include silk parasols and West Lake Longjing Tea, which is
among the top ten produced in China.

In Hangzhou, there are many fine restaurants, serving a wide range of cuisines. Meanwhile,
there are more than a hundred hotels in the city, providing tourists with comfortable
accommodation.

It is advisable for you to have a two-day tour of the West Lake and scenic spots around it. As a
tourist, you will find the trip to Hangzhou both pleasant and culturally rewarding.



