
Lesson Notes: Economic Trade-offs and Decisions 

C2.1 Understanding Economic Trade-offs 

Definition: 

Economic trade-offs occur when individuals, businesses, or governments must choose between 
competing alternatives due to limited resources. 

Examples: 

1. Personal Level: 
○ Buying a car vs. using public transit (e.g., a person may choose a car for 

convenience but face higher costs, while public transit saves money but takes 
longer.) 

○ Renting an apartment vs. buying a house (e.g., renting provides flexibility but 
does not build equity, while buying requires a large upfront cost but offers 
investment benefits.) 

○ Paying for post-secondary education vs. entering the workforce immediately 
(e.g., a student may delay earning a salary to invest in a degree that could lead 
to higher future earnings.) 

2. Government Level: 
○ Increasing government spending on social services vs. reducing national debt 

(e.g., higher spending supports citizens but increases fiscal burden.) 
○ Funding education vs. funding healthcare (e.g., prioritizing education fosters 

long-term economic growth, while healthcare ensures a healthier workforce.) 
○ Building infrastructure vs. lowering taxes (e.g., roads and public transport 

improve connectivity but require higher taxation to fund.) 

Significance: 

● Affects financial stability and long-term economic well-being 
● Influences policy decisions and economic planning 
● Impacts quality of life for individuals and society 

Discussion Questions: 

● How might economic trade-offs differ in developed and developing countries? 
● How does the cost of childcare influence employment decisions? 

 

 



Discussion Questions and Answers: 

● How might economic trade-offs differ in developed and developing countries? 
In developing countries, trade-offs often focus on basic needs, such as food, healthcare, 
and education, due to limited resources. In developed countries, trade-offs may involve 
lifestyle choices, investment opportunities, or policy decisions related to taxation and 
social welfare. 

● How does the cost of childcare influence employment decisions? 
High childcare costs may force parents, particularly mothers, to leave the workforce or 
work part-time. In contrast, affordable childcare can encourage full-time employment and 
increase household income and economic productivity. 

 

 

 

C2.2 Economic Growth vs. Environmental Concerns 

Key Issue: 

Economic development often comes at the expense of environmental sustainability. Different 
stakeholders have varying perspectives on how to balance these competing interests. 

Examples of Trade-offs: 

1. Energy Production: 
○ Coal-fired plants in China provide energy but contribute to air pollution, impacting 

public health. 
○ Oil sands in Alberta generate revenue and jobs but result in deforestation and 

carbon emissions. 
○ Renewable energy sources reduce carbon footprints but require significant 

investment in infrastructure. 
2. Land Use: 

○ Expansion of farmland vs. deforestation (e.g., clearing rainforests for agriculture 
increases food supply but destroys habitats and reduces biodiversity.) 

○ Urban development vs. preserving green spaces (e.g., building more housing in 
cities reduces housing shortages but limits recreational areas.) 

3. Innovations and Sustainability: 
○ Genetically modified foods can improve yield and reduce hunger but may have 

unknown long-term environmental effects. 



○ Carbon taxes aim to reduce emissions but increase costs for industries and 
consumers. 

Discussion Questions: 

● Why did Canada initially sign the Kyoto Protocol and later withdraw? 
● How do carbon taxes attempt to balance economic growth with environmental 

protection? 

 

Discussion Questions and Answers: 

● Why did Canada initially sign the Kyoto Protocol and later withdraw? 
Canada signed the Kyoto Protocol to show commitment to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions but later withdrew, citing economic concerns and the belief that the agreement 
placed an unfair burden on Canadian industries compared to countries like China and 
India. 

● How do carbon taxes attempt to balance economic growth with environmental 
protection? 
Carbon taxes create a financial incentive for businesses and consumers to reduce 
emissions by increasing the cost of fossil fuels. However, they are controversial because 
they raise costs for industries and consumers, potentially affecting economic growth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



C2.3 Socioeconomic Trends and Economic Policy 

Major Trends Affecting Economic Policy: 

1. Income Inequality: 
○ Rising wage gaps influence tax and social welfare policies. 
○ Minimum wage debates impact business and employment rates (e.g., raising 

wages can increase worker income but may lead to job cuts.) 
2. Aging Populations: 

○ Increased healthcare and pension costs affect government budgets (e.g., Japan 
has a growing elderly population, leading to higher social security costs.) 

○ Labour shortages lead to changes in immigration policies (e.g., Canada actively 
recruits skilled immigrants to offset aging workforce concerns.) 

3. Public Debt: 
○ Governments must balance spending with debt repayment (e.g., Greece 

experienced economic crises due to excessive debt and austerity measures.) 
○ Policies like austerity vs. stimulus spending affect economic growth (e.g., the 

U.S. stimulus packages helped recover from financial crises.) 
4. Immigration and Labour Shortages: 

○ Countries adopt different policies to attract skilled workers (e.g., Australia uses a 
point-based immigration system to prioritize needed skills.) 

○ Migrant worker programs impact local economies and job markets (e.g., Gulf 
countries rely on migrant workers for construction but face criticism over worker 
conditions.) 

Discussion Questions: 

● How do different governments address labour shortages? 
● What are the effects of rising public debt on economic policies? 

 

Discussion Questions and Answers: 

● How do different governments address labour shortages? 
Some governments implement immigration policies to attract skilled workers, while 
others invest in automation or retraining programs to upskill their existing workforce. 

● What are the effects of rising public debt on economic policies? 
High public debt limits government spending on infrastructure and social programs, often 
leading to austerity measures, increased taxation, or borrowing, which can impact 
long-term economic growth. 

 



 

C2.4 Cost-Benefit Analysis in Economic Issues 

Definition: 

A cost-benefit analysis (CBA) evaluates the potential advantages and disadvantages of a 
decision before implementation. 

Examples of Cost-Benefit Analysis: 

1. Carbon Taxes: 
○ Benefits: Reduces emissions, encourages clean energy, generates government 

revenue. 
○ Costs: Increases production costs, potential job losses, higher consumer prices. 

2. Oil/Gas Pipelines: 
○ Benefits: Creates jobs, supports energy sector, ensures energy security. 
○ Costs: Environmental risks, opposition from Indigenous communities, potential 

oil spills. 
3. High Housing Costs: 

○ Responses: Rent controls, increasing housing supply, government subsidies. 
○ Costs/Benefits: Rent controls keep housing affordable but may discourage 

investment in rental properties; increasing supply lowers prices but takes time. 
4. Foreign Debt Relief: 

○ Benefits: Helps struggling nations recover economically, reduces poverty. 
○ Costs: Creditors may suffer losses, potential misuse of funds, dependency 

concerns. 

Discussion Questions: 

● How do different stakeholders view the costs and benefits of pipelines? 
● Why is it important to consider multiple perspectives in economic decision 

 

Discussion Questions and Answers: 

● How do different stakeholders view the costs and benefits of pipelines? 
The oil and gas industry supports pipelines for economic reasons, while 
environmentalists oppose them due to ecological concerns. Indigenous communities 
may have concerns about land rights and environmental impact. 

● Why is it important to consider multiple perspectives in economic decisions? 
Considering different perspectives ensures balanced policy decisions that address 



economic, social, and environmental impacts, reducing conflicts and unintended 
consequences. 
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