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https://www.nfb.ca/film/fight_for_true_farming/
· SYNOPSIS
· EDUCATION
“In this documentary, crop and animal farmers in Quebec, the Canadian West, the US Northeast and France offer solutions to the social and environmental scourges of factory farming. Driven by the forces of globalization, rampant agribusiness is harming the environment and threatening the survival of farms. The proliferation of GMO crops is a further threat to biodiversity as well as to farmers' autonomy. In Europe as well as North America, a current of resistance bringing together farmers and consumers insists that it is possible - indeed imperative - to grow food differently.” (Lamont, 2005)
NB. - The film is a few years old but the issue is ongoing since GM or Transgenic food products continue to flood the stores of North America in the form of corn, soya, wheat, potatoes & now rice; whereby, a large percentage of our staple foods are now GM grown seeds produced by 6 of the largest seed & drug companies in the world.
Some questions I ask as a teacher & life-long learner to my students is where the balance between conventional farming & organic farming is? How can we as consumers find out the real truth behind food labels & the food we buy in our grocery stores or even street markets? Why are some farmers going back to more traditional farming practices while others continue with intensive farming practices? How can we balance the profit motive of large-scale food production with the care for our environment since we are all a part of what we eat every day no matter where we live? We all need food, water & air so how can we think more deeply about our health & nutrition, and the environment where we live?
These are some questions we can discuss in the Break-out room tomorrow in class as a Warm-up activity.
