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Second Conditional
Grammar Practice Worksheets

&RS\ULJKW�������5HG�5LYHU�3UHVV�ΖQF��)RU�XVH�E\�(6/�/LEUDU\�PHPEHUV�RQO\�Ʉ( INT / VER SION 2 . 2)

Grammar Notes
SECOND CONDITIONAL

A. Introduction to Conditionals

&RQGLWLRQDOV�DUH�XVHG�WR�H[SUHVV�Dbhypothetical situation. This is when you 
GRQȇW�NQRZ�LI�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLOObKDSSHQ�RU�QRW��VR�\RX�PDNH�D�JXHVV�DERXW�
ZKDW�WKH�UHVXOW�PLJKW�EH��7KHUH�DUH�IRXU�FRQGLWLRQDO�SDWWHUQV�LQ�WKH�(QJOLVK�
ODQJXDJH��DQG�WKH\bXVXDOO\�LQYROYH�DQ�ȊLIȋ�FODXVH��7KLV�OHVVRQ�ZLOObIRFXV�
RQbWKH�second conditional��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�unreal conditional.

B. The Second Conditional

Examples

Sentences Condition Outcome Explanation

• If we won�WKH�ORWWHU\�� 
we would travel around the world. 

• We would travel around the world  
if we won the lottery. 

winning the 
lottery

travelling 
around 
WKHbZRUOG

Winning the 
ORWWHU\�LV�UDUH��
so this is very 
unlikely.

• If I had�ZLQJV��Ζ�ZRXOG�ȵ\ to Japan.

• I ZRXOG�ȵ\ to Japan if I had wings. 

having 
wings

ȵ\LQJ�
WRb-DSDQ

I don’t have 
ZLQJV��VR�WKLV�
LVbimpossible.

• If Lisa lived QHDU�WKH�EHDFK��VKH�would learn to surf. 

• Lisa would learn to surf if she lived�QHDU�WKH�EHDFK��

living near 
WKH�EHDFK

learning 
WRbVXUI

She doesn’t live 
QHDU�WKH�EHDFK�
QRZ��VR�WKLV�
LVbunlikely.

Pattern:ɄΖI���SDVW��ZRXOG���EDVH�YHUE

8VH�Ʉ�The second conditional shows an unlikely or 
impossiblebRXWFRPH�WKDW�ZRXOGQȇW�KDSSHQ�LQ�
PRVW�FDVHV��XQOHVV�D�VSHFLȴF�FRQGLWLRQ�ZHUH�
somehow met).

Tip #1
7KH�YHUE�LQ�WKH if clause is a simple past YHUE��DQG�WKH�
YHUE�LQ�WKH�main clause is would + the base form of 
WKH�YHUE��$�VHQWHQFH�FDQ�EHJLQ�ZLWK�HLWKHU�FODXVH�ZLWK�
QRbFKDQJH�LQ�PHDQLQJ��5HPHPEHU�WKDW�D�VHQWHQFH�
WKDW�EHJLQV�ZLWK�DQ�if clause�LV�IROORZHG�E\�D�FRPPD�

• If they had more money,�WKH\�ZRXOG�EX\�D�FDU�
• They would buy a car if they had more money.
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Grammar Notes cont.

B. The Second Conditional cont.

Tip #3
Would can contract to ‘d with 
VXEMHFWV�WKDW�DUH�SURQRXQV��
Would not can contract to 
wouldn’t�ZLWK�DQ\�VXEMHFW�

• ΖI�WKH�FOHUN�ZHUH�WDOOHU��
she’dbEH�DEOH�WR�UHDFK�
WKHbWRS�VKHOI�

• If my coworker 
LQKHULWHG�D�ORW�RI�PRQH\��
KHbSUREDEO\�wouldn’t 
ZRUNbKHUHbDQ\PRUH�

Tip #4
Could + base verb�FDQ�EH�XVHG�
LQ�SODFH�RI�D�SDVW�YHUE�RU�would 
+ base verb WR�LQGLFDWH�DELOLW\�RU�
SRVVLELOLW\�

• If I could ski��Ζ�ZRXOG�EX\�
a season’s pass at my 
ORFDObPRXQWDLQ�

• ΖI�Ζ�GLGQȇW�KDYH�WR�EDE\VLW�
WRQLJKW��Ζ�could go to 
Marco’s party.

Examples cont.

Sentences Condition Outcome Explanation

• If I were�ULFK��Ζ�wouldn’t work anymore.*

• I wouldn’t work anymore if I were rich.
EHLQJ�ULFK

not 
working

I don’t have a 
lot of money 
ULJKW�QRZ��VR�
this is unlikely.

• If my grandparents were \RXQJ�DJDLQ�� 
they would do�WKLQJV�GL΍HUHQWO\�

• My grandparents would do things  
GL΍HUHQWO\�LI�WKH\�were young again.

EHLQJ�
\RXQJbDJDLQ

living life in 
D�GL΍HUHQW�
way

They can’t 
JR�EDFN�LQ�
WLPH��VR�WKLV�
LVbimpossible.

• If the children had�D�SRRO��WKH\�would swim every day.

• The children would swim every day if they had a pool.

having 
DbSRRO

swimming 
every day

They don’t have 
D�SRRO�QRZ��VR�
WKLV�LVbunlikely.

• If she grew�DQ�H[WUD�KHDG��VKH�would be twice as smart.

• She would be twice as smart if she grew an extra head.

growing 
another 
head

EHLQJ�WZLFH�
as smart

She can’t 
grow another 
KHDG��VR�WKLV�
LVbimpossible.

*Tip #2
The Be�YHUE�LQ�FRQGLWLRQDO�
sentences is always were 
(notbwas��IRU�DOO�VXEMHFWV��
6RPHbSHRSOH�FKRRVH�WR�
LJQRUHbWKLV�UXOH��EXW�LWȇV�
EHVWbWRbIROORZ�LW�

• If I were�D�GRJ��Ζ�ZRXOG�OLH�
around in the sun all day.

• If Juan were�DQ�DVWURQDXW��
KH�ZRXOG�ȵ\�WR�WKH�PRRQ�


