
Lesson 1.16 Discourse & Text: Essays



Talk about Essays

 What is an essay? Can you give some examples? 

 Do you like to write essays, or any piece of writing?

 How about Chinese and English essays? Are they similar or 

different?  



Essay



Essay



Essay



Chinese and English - Essay Samples

 Of studies 《论读书》– Francis Bacon

 《不要抛弃学问》 Never Give up the Pursuit of Learning 胡适

 《我对于运动会的感想》 Reflections on the Sports Meet  胡适





Hu Shih 胡适，(17 December 1891 – 24 February 
1962), was a Chinese diplomat, essayist and 

fiction writer, literary scholar, philosopher, and 

politician. 

Hu contributed to Chinese liberalism and 

language reform and advocated for the use of 

written vernacular Chinese. He participated in 

the May Fourth Movement and China's New 

Culture Movement. 

He was a president of Peking University. He had 

a wide range of interests such as literature, 

philosophy, history, textual criticism, and 

pedagogy. He was also a redology scholar.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hu_Shih

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hu_Shih


“世间最可厌恶的事莫如一张生气的脸；世间最下流
的事莫如把生气的脸摆给旁人看。”

——胡适《我的母亲》

 There is nothing more repulsive than an angry face; 

Showing an angry face to others is the worst thing in the 

world. 

-- Hu Shih



Hu Shih & Wife
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