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WRITING: AN OPINION ESSAY I
Unit 4: Canada in 1982 - Present
LEARNING GOAL: at the end of this lesson, you will be able to write an opinion essay

[bookmark: _Hlk35364518]
1. Warmer, speaking. Answer these questions:
1) In your opinion, what makes a healthy lifestyle?
2) Do you have a healthy lifestyle? Why? / Why not?

2. Identifying. Read the task below. What are the two elements that the task contains? Highlight or underline them using different colours.

Many people agree that teenagers don’t get enough exercise. Write an essay in which you give your own view of the problem and propose ways of solving it.

3. Applying. Read the essay below. Find and highlight the writer’s opinion about the problem. Then, underline the two solutions they propose.
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4. Applying. Read the Writing Strategy below. Read the essay again and answer the questions.
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1) Which paragraph(s) correspond to:
a. the introduction?           .
b. the main body?            and           .
c. the conclusion?           .
2) Which paragraph(s) deals with:
a. the causes?           .
b. suggests solutions?           .
3) Write three examples of formal language used in the essay:
a. 								.
b. 								.
c. 								.


5. Identifying, applying. Complete the phrases with the words below.
agree - conclusion -  propose - said - seems - solution - sum - view - What 

	1. INTRODUCING YOUR OPINIONS
	I (strongly) believe that…
It 		 to me that… 
	In my 			,
As I see it, 

	2. INTRODUCING OTHER PEOPLE’S OPINIONS
	It is often 			 that…
It is a common belief that…
Most people 			 that…

	3. MAKING AN ADDITIONAL POINT
			 is more…
Not only that, but…
	Moreover,
Furthermore,

	4. INTRODUCING PROPOSALS AND SOLUTIONS
	One 			 might be to…
I would (strongly) recommend that…
What I 			 (instead) is that…
It is said that…
In order to tackle this problem, I suggest that…

	5. CONCLUDING
	To 			 up,
In 			,
	To conclude,



6. EXIT TICKET. Complete the exit card on Moodle.

SELF-EVALUATION
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Most people agree that the lack of exercise in teenagers’
lives is a serious problem. But what are the causes of this
problem and what can we do to address them?

I strongly believe that today’s teenagers spend too much
time playing on electronic gadgets. They hardly ever do
outdoor activities and this is why many of them do not
get enough exercise. What is more, many teenagers are
overweight and this makes them less willing to do exercise.

In order to tackle this problem, a number of measures are
necessary. In my view, it is unrealistic to limit the amount
of time teenagers spend on gadgets. What I propose instead
is that we make sure school canteens only serve healthy
food. Furthermore, I would strongly recommend that we
give all teenagers free membership of their local sports
facilities.

To conclude, lack of exercise can cause long-term health
problems, so it is vital that we act now. It seems to me that
the measures I propose will begin to remedy the situation.
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: Writing Strategy i

1 Divide your essay into an introduction, main body and
conclusion.

sese

2 If the task has more than one element, deal with them
in different paragraphs within the main body.

3 Use formal language.

4 Support opinions with evidence or examples.
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