


e Biomass is a measure of
the total mass of living
organisms within an
ecosystem.

Example: |

e A plant absorbs energy from
the Sun.
e Energy transfers to a herbivore
that eats the plant.
e A carnivore receives the energy
after eating the herbivore.
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IEICHIASSIRYRAMIDS

' Ne A biomass pyramid is used
| to graph the energy transfer
between organisms.

o The graph shows how

larger species depend on
smaller organisms for
their survival.

8 ¢ A biomass pyramid is
| presentin every ecosystem.

e Ca
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IEICHASSIEYRAMIDS

e The top of the biomass
pyramid shows the species

that are at the top of the food
chain.

-
What animals are at the

top of the pyramid?

Y, <

e Ca

-
What do you think is at the
bottom?
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BIGMASSIPVRAMIDS
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BIGMASSIPVIRAMIDS

»a*“} e Only 10% of the energy is
S Wik e retained during each transfer.
o This explains why a
pyramid shape is used.

e 100% of the energy is located
at the bottom of the pyramid.

e Each level after that point will
reduce the energy to 10% of
what it previously was.
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BIGMASSIPVIRAMIDS

Al \ e Removing one layer of the

pyramid can cause a species
to be eliminated from an
ecosystem.

o Interconnected relationships

" Usean example to
describe how other species
are affected if one is

eliminated from an
_ ecosystem. Y,
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