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ﬁing poem by Canadian poet Alice Major explores the question of how immigrating to a
d can affect a family’s connection with the past and with velatives overseas.
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~ The phone calls came ;t Christmas, rarer et ealen b Q\f@%m K<
than the pomegranates the children had to share;

~ more costly, more improbable than strawberries A

-. in Decernber. They were often prearranged . '(:'AMEM Luize 17 Canade _‘_gwﬂa

- by letters on thin blue paper with a Scottish stamp.
" Our mother always neatly headed off the dash
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The phone calls came in the sombre hours

of the night, the heavy black receiver (T-eltphf»’“?—" wire
lifted reluctantly,

blecl)

“It’s Dad, May. He went to the cottage hospital
this afternoon, insisted

on walking by himself, He just sat down

in the waiting room and passed away.”

“Jean’s gone, May. She went quickly — ( difd)

at the end. No, there’s no point
in coming for the funeral. It’s so expensive
and you've the bairns to think of »

The children wait at the end of the room,
can't imagine fathers, sisters dying,

can't comprehend mothers

crying this way.
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‘?Q\‘*jf\hcc Major {mmigrated 1o Toronto fog scotfand g1 _eigl

niversity of Torongo and after recely

2l years old. She fater atended th
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“No we don’t.”
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‘Then the operator’s voice, like the taste & Ef‘:? tilS u?e e \
of an orange pip. “Your three minutes are up.” proag % & ee
FALTATEE ILITIULES are up. .~
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“George, George, we'll have to go. All this money” oaf
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“Aye, May, aye. Lovely to hear you all”

Goodbye, goodbye, a chorus of goodbyes. The hiss
of the Atlantic cut as cleanly as a cherry in a slice

of Christmas cake. Qur mother would laugh and cry
together, and pick up tangerine peel

from the cnffee rahle

tion. This took her to Edmenton ir 1981, where she |
The Chinese Mirror (1983) won the Al

Lo answer,
“Oh George, so good to hear your voice, How's Kath? .
And Tain—still doing well in school? And Alasdair?”
: d;k (r“fl’le ﬂm‘i) 1 x 6 A—JC!'\Q f&&
All of us cupped around theyecéiver, close _ ﬁ_ﬁ,),‘t
as a stocking round the apple in the toe. #  Chostmas SucdC wi
“Och no, May, you know Alasdair. He'lk work %\di
no harder than he has to. Here he is.”
“Happy Christmas, Auntie May. ite
How’s Uncle Willie?”
“Hi, Aunt Kath, I got a dress for Christrnas.” Cennecting
“And don't you lassies sound like real wee Canadians 1.

How does this poem convey the emotional tensio
_ past on one hand, and having to let g0
now.” to specific images to SUpport your response.
Discuss the significance

Ing her degree, weut on to work for

4 newspuper associa
tres today. Her frst novel for voung adults
derta Witing lor Youth Comperiton. She continues 1o :

short staries and award-winning poetry hooks, incinding Tales for an Urban Sky (1099),

n of feeling a connection with the
N the other? Quote specific lines and refer

of the final stanza in the poem.

S8 How do the emotions and

2

PRREEEas eXperiences m?
S

« )
havig o lef go ~ maans £o

Accept change.



