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modals of deduction: might, can’t, must
might / may (w h en  yo u  th in k  s o m e th in g  is  p o s s ib ly  tru e )

T o n y ’s p h on e is  tu rn e d  o ff. H e might b e  o n  th e  3 44)))
p lan e now , o r  ju s t  b o a rd in g .
L a u ra  might not lik e  th a t  s k ir t .  I t ’s n o t rea lly  h e r  sty le .
I d o n ’t  kn o w  w h ere  K a te  is . S h e  may b e  a t w o rk  o r  a t  th e  g ym . 
I ’m  su rp rise d  th a t  T ed  isn ’t  h e re . H e may not kn ow  th a t  th e 
m e e tin g  is  today.

can't (w h en  you  a r e  su r e  s o m e th in g  is  im p o s s ib le  /  n o t  tru e )

B ra n d o n  can’t e a rn  m u ch  m o n ey  a t h is  jo b . H e ’s s t il l 3 45))) 
liv in g  w ith  h is p a ren ts .
T h a t  w o m an  can’t b e  Ja c k ’s  w ife . Ja c k ’s  w ife  h a s  d ark  h a ir.

must (w h en  you  a r e  s u r e  s o m e th in g  is  tru e )

T h e  n e ig h b o rs must b e  ou t. T h e r e  a re n ’t any  3 46)))
lig h ts o n  in  th e  h o u se .
Y o u r  s is te r  must h ave a lo t  o f  m o n ey  i f  sh e  d riv es a P o rsch e.

W e o fte n  u se  might / may, can't, o r  must to  say h ow  su re  
o r  c e r ta in  w e a re  a b o u t s o m e th in g  (b a sed  o n  th e  in fo rm a tio n  
w e have).

W e d on ’t  u se  can in stea d  o f  might / may, N O T  He can be on the 
pkme-now.
In  th is  c o n te x t th e  o p p o site  o f  must is can't.
The neighbors must be out. There aren’t any lights on in the 
house. I The neighbors can’t be out. All the lights are on in the 
house. N O T  Tlre-rreighbors-nntst-mrt-be-owt

The neighbors must be out. There The neighbors can't be out. 
aren’t any lights on in the house. All the lights are on in the house.

W e c a n  u se  could in s te a d  o f  might in  a ff irm a tiv e  se n te n ce s . 

Jack could (o r  might) be at the party -  I ’m not sure.
W e o fte n  u se  be +  g eru n d a fte r  might / must / can’t.
They must be having a party -  the music is very loud.

a  M a t c h  th e  s e n t e n c e s .

H e  m ig h t  b e  A m e r ic a n .

1 H e  c a n ’t  b e  a  c o l le g e  s tu d e n t . □
2 H e m u s t b e  c o ld . □
3 H e  m ig h t b e  g o in g  to  th e  g y m . □
4 H e  c o u ld  b e  lo s t. □
5 H e  m u s t b e  m a rr ie d . □
6 H e  m u s t b e  a  to u r is t . □
7 H e  c a n ’t h e  e n jo y in g  th e  p a rty . □
8 H e  m a y  n o t  h av e  a  jo b . □
9 H e  c a n ’t b e  a  b u s in e s s m a n . □

b C o v e r  1 - 9  a n d  lo o k  a t  A - J .  R e m e m b e r  1 - 9 .

A  H e ’s  c a r r y in g  a  s p o r ts  b a g .

B  P ie ’s  c a r r y in g  a  c a m e r a  a n d  a  g u id e  b o o k . 

C  H e ’s  lo o k in g  a t  a  m a p .

D  H e 's  w e a r in g  a b a s e b a ll  c a p .

E  H e ’s  lo o k in g  a t  jo b  a d s  in  th e  n e w sp a p e r . 

F  H e  is n ’t t a lk in g  to  a n y b o d y .

G  H e  is n ’t w e a r in g  a  su it.

H  H e ’s  w e a r in g  a  w e d d in g  r in g .

I H e ’s  n o t  old  e n o u g h .

J  H e  is n ’t  w e a r in g  a  ja c k e t .

c  C o m p le te  w i th  must, might (not), o r  can ’t.

A  W h a t  d o e s  P e te ’s  n e w  g ir lfr ie n d  d o ?

B  I ’m  n o t  s u re , b u t  s h e  might b e  a  m o d e l.

S h e ’s  v ery  p re tty .

1 A  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y o n e  w h o  d r iv e s  a  F e r r a r i?

B  Y e s , m y  n e p h e w . I d o n ’t  k n o w  h is  sa la ry , b u t  h e 

________ e a r n  a  fo r tu n e !

2  A  W h y  d o n ’t  yo u  b u y  th is  d r e s s  fo r  y o u r  m o m ?

B  I ’m  n o t  su re . S h e ________lik e  it. I t ’s a  lit t le  s h o rt  fo r  her.

3  A  M y  s is te r  w o rk s  a s  a n  in te r p r e te r  fo r  th e  U n ite d

N a tio n s .

B  S h e ________ s p e a k  a  lo t  o f  la n g u a g e s  t o  w o rk  th e re .

4  A  D id  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  A n d y ’s  p a re n ts  h av e  sp lit  u p ?

B  P o o r  A n d y . H e ________ fe e l v e ry  h a p p y  a b o u t  th a t.

5  A  A re  yo u r n eig h b o rs  aw ay? A ll th e  w in d o w s are closed .

B  I ’m  n o t  s u re . I s u p p o s e  t h e y ________ b e  on  v a c a t io n .

6  A  W h e r e ’s y o u r  c o lle a g u e  to d a y ?

B  S h e ________ b e  s ic k . S h e  c a lle d  to  say th a t s h e ’s g o in g

t o  th e  d o c t o r ’s.

7  A  Ja n e  is  lo o k in g  a t  yo u  in  a  v e ry  s t r a n g e  w ay.

B  Y e s . I ’v e  g r o w n  a  b e a rd  s in c e  I sa w  h e r  la s t ,  s o  sh e  

________ r e c o g n iz e  m e .

8  A  M y  d a u g h te r  h a s  fa ile d  a ll h e r  e x a m s  a g a in .

B  S h e ________ b e  w o rk in g  very h ard  i f  sh e  g ets su ch

b ad  g ra d es.

9  A  W h y  is  T i n a  s o  h ap p y ?

B  I’m  n o t  s u re , b u t s h e ________ h a v e a  n e w  p a rtn e r .

1 0  A  W h e r e ’s t h e  m a n a g e r ’s  h o u s e ?

B  I d o n ’t  k n o w , b u t h e ________ liv e  n e a r  th e  o f f i c e

b e c a u s e  h e  c o m m u te s  e v e ry  d ay  b y  t r a in .
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