
Elements Of A Short Story  

The Basics  

Characters: These are the people, creatures, or beings who drive 
the story. They have personalities, motivations, and roles in the 
narrative. 

Setting: The where and when of the story. It's the backdrop 
against which everything happens—whether it's a bustling city, a 
mystical realm, or a small town. 

Plot: The sequence of events that make up the story. It's the 
journey the characters go on, complete with challenges, twists, 
and resolutions. 

Conflict: The problem or struggle that drives the plot forward. It 
can be internal (within a character) or external (with other 
characters, nature, society, etc.). 

Point of View: The perspective from which the story is told. It 
could be first person (I, me), second person (you), or third person 
(he, she, they). This choice shapes how readers experience the 
narrative. 

Theme: The central idea or message that the story conveys. It's 
the deeper meaning or insight that the reader can take away 
from the narrative. 



More!  

Round Characters: These are characters who undergo significant 
development and change throughout the story. They have 
complex personalities, with strengths, weaknesses, and a range 
of emotions. Round characters often feel like real people with 
depth and nuance. 

Flat Characters: In contrast, flat characters are less developed 
and tend to embody one or two traits. They serve specific roles in 
the story without undergoing significant change. Flat characters 
are often used for specific functions, like comic relief or to 
highlight certain aspects of the main characters. 

Static Characters: These characters remain unchanged 
throughout the story. Their personalities, beliefs, and behaviors 
stay consistent from the beginning to the end. While static 
characters may play important roles, they don't experience 
significant personal growth or transformation. 

Dynamic Characters: Dynamic characters, on the other hand, 
undergo notable changes and growth over the course of the 
story. They learn, evolve, and adapt based on their experiences 
and the challenges they face. Dynamic characters often drive 
the central themes of a narrative through their personal 
development. 



Internal Conflict: This type of conflict occurs within a character's 
mind or heart. It's a struggle between different emotions, desires, 
beliefs, or decisions. For example, a character may grapple with 
conflicting feelings of love and duty or struggle to overcome 
personal fears. Internal conflicts add depth to characters and 
explore the complexities of human emotions. 

External Conflict: External conflict, on the other hand, arises from 
forces outside the character. This can take various forms, such as 
conflicts with other characters, with nature, with society, or with 
some overarching force. External conflicts are the visible, 
tangible obstacles that characters must overcome. For instance, 
a character might face a villain, navigate through a treacherous 
environment, or challenge societal norms. These conflicts drive 
the external plot and often contribute to the development of 
characters.


