
Case Study: The Impact of Tariffs on International Trade
Relations
Analyze the case study, considering the questions provided.
Support your answers with relevant economic principles, trade theories, and real-world
examples.
Present a well-structured and reasoned response to each question.

This case study encourages students to apply their understanding of tariffs, trade dynamics, and
diplomatic relations in a practical context, fostering critical thinking and analytical skills.

Background:
Imagine Country X, a developed nation, decides to impose significant tariffs on imported
automobiles from Country Y, an emerging market known for its competitive automotive industry.
The tariffs are implemented to protect the domestic automotive sector and promote local
manufacturing.

Case Study Questions:

1. Understanding the Trade Dynamics:

Question: Explain the rationale behind Country X's decision to impose tariffs on imported
automobiles from Country Y. What factors might have influenced this decision, and how do you
think it aligns with the goal of protecting the domestic automotive sector?

2. Analyzing Trade Imbalances:

Question: Assess the potential impact of the tariffs on the trade balance between Country X and
Country Y. How might the tariffs influence the volume of automobile imports and exports, and
what are the possible consequences for the trade balance?

3. Diplomatic Relations and Responses:

Question: Consider how Country Y might respond to the imposition of tariffs by Country X. What
diplomatic measures could Country Y take in response to protect its interests, and what are the
potential consequences for diplomatic relations between the two nations?

4. Alternative Strategies:



Question: Propose alternative strategies that Country X could have considered to address
concerns about its domestic automotive industry without resorting to imposing tariffs. How might
these alternative strategies impact international trade relations and the overall economic
landscape?

5. Lessons for Future Trade Policies:

Question: Based on the case study, identify lessons that can be learned for crafting future trade
policies. What considerations should countries take into account to balance the protection of
domestic industries with maintaining healthy international trade relations?
Instructions for Students:


