
GRAMMAR BANK3B
the position of adverbs and adverbial phrases

1 H e  w a lk s very slowly. I speak  five lang u ag es 2 13)))
fluently. T h e  d riv e r w as seriously  in ju red  in  th e  acciden t.

2 I hardly ever have tim e  fo r b reak fas t. L iam ’s  alw ays late 

fo r  w ork . I w ou ld  never have th o u g h t you w ere  40 .

3  M y p a re n ts  w ill be here in h a lf  an hour. It ra in e d  all day 
ycsterday.

4 I'm  nearly fin ish ed . W e’re incredibly tire d . M y h u sb an d  

w orks a lot, b u t he  d o e sn 't  e a rn  much.
5 Unfortunately, th e  package never  a rr iv ed . Ideally, we 

sh ou ld  leave h e re  a t  10:00.

My pa ren ts w ill be here in h a lf  an hour.

A dverbs ca n  d esc ribe  a n  a c tio n  (e.g., he walks slowly) o r  m od ify  

adjectives o r  o th e r  a dverb s (e.g., it’s incredibly expensive, he 
works very hard). T hey  can  e ith e r  be one  w ord  (e.g., often) o r  a 

p h rase  (e.g., once a week).
1 Adverbs o f  m anner describ e  how  som ebody  does  som eth ing . 

T h ey  usually  go  a f te r  th e  verb o r  verb  ph rase , how ever, w ith  

passive verbs they  usu ally  go in  m id -p o s itio n  (b efo re  th e  m a in  

verb  b u t  a f te r  a n  a u x ilia ry  verb).

2 Adverbs o f  frequency go b e fo re  the m a in  verb  b u t a f te r  th e 

verb  to be.
•  Sometimes, usually, a n d  normally c an  a lso  be p u t a t  th e 

b eg in n in g  o f  th e  p h ra se  o r  sen tence  fo r  em p hasis.

• I f  th e re  are  tw o  a u x ilia ry  verbs, th e  adverb  goes  a f te r  the  

f i r s t  one.

3  Adverbs o f time and place usu ally  go  a t th e  en d  o f  a 

sen tence  o r  c lause . Place adverbs usua lly  go  b e fo re  tim e 

adverbs. N O T  My parents will be in half an hour here.
4 Adverb,s o f degree d esc ribe  how  m uch so m e th in g  is don e, o r  

m o d ify  a n  ad jective.

• extremely, incredibly, very, e tc., a re  u se d  w ith  a djec tives  and  

adv erbs  a n d  go b e fo re  them .

• a lot a n d  much a re  o fte n  u sed  w ith  v erbs and  go a f te r  the 

verb  o r  verb  ph rase .

• a little I a little bit c an  be used  w ith  adjec tives  o r  verbs, e.g., 

I’m a little tired. We rested a little bit after the flight.
5 Comment adverbs (w h ich  give th e  sp eak er 's  o p in ion ) 

usually  go  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a sen te nc e  o r  clause. O th e r  

c o m m o n  c o m m en t adv erbs a re  luckily, basically, clearly, 
obviously, apparently, eventually, etc.

O the r  adverbs
Most other adverbs go in mid-position, e.g., I ju s t  need 
ten more minutes. She didn't e v e n  say goodbye. She’ll 
probably come in the end.

a  U n d e r l in e  t h e  a d v e rb s  o r  a d v e rb ia l  p h r a s e s  a n d  c o r r e c t  

th e  s e n te n c e s  w h e r e  th e  o r d e r  is  w r o n g .

W e’re  g o in g  to  b e  u n f o r tu n a te ly  la te . X 

Unfortunately, we’re going to be late.
H e  c a n  s p e a k  T u rk ish  f lu e n t ly . /

\ S h e  lik e d  v e ry  m u ch  th e  p re se n t .

2  M a rk  c a m e  la s t  n ig h t  v e ry  la te  h o m e .

3 T h e  a m b u la n c e  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  sc e n e  o f  th e  ac c id e n t 

a f te r  a  few  m in u te s .

4  A  y o u n g  m a n  w a s  in ju re d  b a d ly  a n d  w a s  ta k e n  to  th e  

h o sp ita l .

5 I w a s  e x tre m e ly  t ir e d  la s t  n ig h t.

6  S h e ’s  la z y  a  l i t tle  b i t  a b o u t  d o in g  h e r  h o m ew o rk .

7 I fo rg o t y o u r  b i r th d a y  a lm o s t , b u t  fo r tu n a te ly  m y  s is te r  

r e m in d e d  m e .

8  W e lu ck ily  h a d  ta k e n  a n  u m b re l la  b e c a u se  i t  s ta r te d  to  

r a in  ju s t  a f te r  w e  left.

9  M a ry  d o e s n 't  a lw a y s e a t  h e a lth ily  b e c a u s e  sh e  o f te n  

h a s  s n a c k s  b e tw e e n  m ea ls .

10 Jack h a s  b e e n  a p p a re n tly  fire d .

b P u t  th e  a d v e rb s  in  p a r e n th e s e s  in  th e  n o r m a l  p o s i t io n  

in  th e s e  s e n te n c e s .

seriously
S h e  w a s n 't  A in ju re d  w h e n  sh e  fell, (serio u sly )

1 T h e i r  h o u s e  w a s  d a m a g e d  in  th e  f ire , (bad ly , la s t w eek)

2  B en is  a t h is  f rie n d 's  h o tise . (o ften , in  th e  ev e n in g )

3 M y  fa th e r  ta k e s  a  n ap . (u sua lly , in  th e  a f te rn o o n )

4  Ju lia  le ft  a n d  she d id n ’t say go o d b y e .

(early , even)

5 M a r t in  ta lk s  fa s t, (a lw ays, in c re d ib ly )

6  H is  b r o th e r  d ie d  in  a  sk iin g  ac c id e n t, (ap p aren tly , nearly )

7  W e ’re  g o in g  to  th e  m ov ies , (p ro b ab ly , to n ig h t)

8  I se n d  e m a ils , (rarely , no w ad ay s)

9  I b o u g h t  a  b e a u ti fu l  n ew  c o a t, ( ju s t , rea lly )

10 K a r e n  r e a liz e d  t h a t  sh e  w a s  g o in g  to  le a rn  to  d riv e , 

(ev en tua lly , never)

< p . 2 9

Online Practice

languagedownload.ir


