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Comparative Essay

Write a Formal 5 Paragraph Comparative Essay of a minimum length of 700 words. 

Select any two texts that you read in UNIT #2 (Poetry) and/or UNIT #3 (Short Fiction).

You can compare any two poems OR a poem and a short story, OR two short stories.

Overall Expectations

Reading for Meaning: read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning;
Developing and Organizing Content: generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose and audience

Applying Knowledge of Conventions: use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present your work effectively

Specific Expectations

LS1.06

Analyzes texts in terms of the information, ideas, issues, or themes they explore, examining how various aspects of the texts contribute to the presentation or development of these elements (e.g., explain how the themes of two literary works are reinforced through repetition, diction, and choice of images; how is the thesis of this essay reinforced through the essay`s structure.
LS2.01

Identifies a variety of characteristics of two literary works and explain how they help communicate meaning (e.g., how conflict and characterization are used in short stories to convey ideas and themes; a narrative text may be structured to reflect the stages of the heroic archetypal journey; how are the ideas and themes expressed in a poem also conveyed in a short story? 

WR1.03

Locates and selects information to effectively support ideas for writing, using a variety of strategies and resources, as appropriate (e.g. what questions have you developed to guide your research? Which other questions could you ask that would expand your research and ensure that the information you find is relevant, reliable, and up to date?” What steps have you taken to ensure that you will be able to cite and credit all primary and secondary research sources fully and accurately?”

WR1.04

Identifies, sorts, and orders main ideas and supporting details for writing tasks, using a variety of strategies and organizational pattern best suited such as chronological order, climactic order, or cause and effect to present ideas and information in an essay, ex. how will you organize the information you have gathered for your essay to best develop your thesis?
WR2.03

Uses appropriate transitional/linking, descriptive and evocative words, phrases, and expressions imaginatively to make their writing clear, vivid, and interesting for their intended audience 

WR3.04

Uses grammar conventions correctly and appropriately to communicate their intended meaning clearly and effectively (e.g., use a variety of sentence structures correctly to communicate complex ideas; use pronoun case, number, and person correctly; use verb tenses correctly for reported dialogue; use active and passive voice appropriately for the purpose and audience; use unconventional grammar. 

Mark

Level 1

(50% ‑ 59%)

Level 4

(80% ‑ 100%)

Level 3

(70% ‑ 79%)

Level 2

(60% ‑ 69%)

Criteria

Knowledge and Understanding

expertly analyses selected texts in terms of the information, ideas, issues, or themes they explore, examining how various aspects of the texts contribute to the presentation or development of these elements

competently analyses selected texts in terms of the information, ideas, issues, or themes they explore, examining how various aspects of the texts contribute to the presentation or development of these elements

satisfactorily analyses selected texts in terms of the information, ideas, issues, or themes they explore, examining how various aspects of the texts contribute to the presentation or development of these elements

analyses selected texts in terms of the information, ideas, issues, or themes they explore, examining how various aspects of the texts contribute to the presentation or development of these elements, with assistance

analyses selected texts in terms of the information, ideas, issues, or themes they explore, examining how various aspects of the texts contribute to the presentation or development of these elements

demonstrates limited understanding of each literary text’s meaning

demonstrates some understanding of each literary text’s meaning

demonstrates considerable understanding of each literary text’s meaning

demonstrates thorough understanding of each literary text’s meaning

demonstrates understanding of each literary text’s meaning

Thinking

always or almost always identifies, sorts, and orders main ideas and supporting details for writing tasks, using a variety of strategies and selecting the organizational pattern best suited to the content and the purpose for writing

usually identifies, sorts, and orders main ideas and supporting details for writing tasks, using a variety of strategies and selecting the organizational pattern best suited to the content and the purpose for writing

sometimes identifies, sorts, and orders main ideas and supporting details for writing tasks, using a variety of strategies and selecting the organizational pattern best suited to the content and the purpose for writing

rarely identifies, sorts, and orders main ideas and supporting details for writing tasks, using a variety of strategies and selecting the organizational pattern best suited to the content and the purpose for writing

identifies, sorts, and orders main ideas and supporting details using a variety of strategies and selecting the organizational pattern best suited to the content and the purpose for writing

Communication

able to describe information, ideas, opinions and themes thoroughly

able to describe information, ideas, opinions and themes adequately

able to describe information, ideas, opinions and themes adequately

able to describe information, ideas, opinions and themes simply

able to describe information, ideas, opinions and themes

demonstrates limited ability to communicate information using an appropriate format

demonstrates some ability to communicate information using an appropriate format

demonstrates considerable ability to communicate information using an appropriate format

demonstrates a high level of ability to communicate information using an appropriate format

communicates information using an appropriate format

comparison of two literary texts covers a narrow scope

comparison of two literary texts covers an adequate scope

comparison of two literary texts covers a significant scope

comparison of two literary texts covers a broad scope

compares two literary texts

demonstrates a limited understanding of the elements of fiction

demonstrates an adequate understanding of the elements of fiction

demonstrates a good understanding of the elements of fiction

demonstrates a thorough understanding of the elements of fiction

demonstrates an understanding of the elements of fiction

evaluation of information provides limited support of opinions

evaluation of information provides some support of opinions

evaluation of information provides considerable support of opinions

evaluation of information provides thorough support of opinions

evaluates information to support opinions

Application

thoroughly

effectively

adequately

simply

able to describe information, ideas, opinions and themes

with limited understanding

with some understanding

with considerable understanding

with thorough understanding

demonstrates understanding of topic under study

