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present pe rfec t simple and continuous

p re se n t p e r fe c t simple: h a v e  /  h a s  +  p a s t participle

1 H a v e  you e v e r  w r i t t e n  a blog?  1 37)))

2  W e’v e  la n d e d , b u t w e h a v e n ’t  g o t t e n  o f f  th e  p lan e  yet.

I ’v e  a lread y  to ld  you  th re e  tim es.

3  It 's  th e  b e s t b o o k  I’v e  ever r e a d .

4  I ’v e  k n o w n  K eiko s ince  I w as  a ch ild .

M y s is te r h a s  h a d  th e  flu  fo r  ten  days now .

5 H ow  m any  P a tric ia  C o rnw ell novels  h a v e  you  r e a d ?  

T h e y ’v e  s e e n  each  o th e r  tw ice th is  w eek.

W e use th e  p re se n t p e rfec t  sim p le:

1 to  ta lk  a b o u t p a s t ex p erien c es w h en  you d o n 't say w hen  

s o m e th in g  hap p ened .

2 w ith y e f  an d  already.
3 w ith  su perla tiv es  an d  the first, second, last time, etc.

4  w ith  n o n a c tio n  verbs (= v erbs n o t u su a lly  u sed  in  the  

c o n tin u o u s  fo rm , e.g., be, have, know, like, etc.) to  say th a t  

s o m e th in g  s ta r te d  in  th e  p as t an d  is s till tru e  now .

• T h is  u se  is co m m o n  w ith  tim e  exp ression s like How long... ?, 
for o r  since, all day / evening, e tc.

• D o n ’t  u se  th e  sim ple  p re se n t  o r  c o n tin u o u s  in th is  

s itu a tio n : N O T  1 know Keiko since I was a child.
5 w hen  we say  o r  ask  how much / many w e have d o ne  o r  how 

often w e have d one  so m e th in g  u p  to  now.

p re se n t p e r fe c t continuous: h a v e  /  h a s  +  b e e n  + verb + - i n g

1 H ow  lo ng  h a v e  you b e e n  f e e l in g  sick? 1 38)))

H e ’s  b e e n  c h a t t in g  o n lin e  all evening .

2  l h a v e n ’t  b e e n  s le e p in g  well.

I t ’s  b e e n  r a i n i n g  a ll day.

3  I ’v e  b e e n  s h o p p in g  a ll m o rn in g . I’m  exh austed .

A  Take y o u r  shoes  o f f  T h e y ’re  filthy.

B  Yes, I know . I ’v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  in th e  yard .

W e use  th e  p resen t p e rfe c t  c on tin uous:

1 w ith  a c tio n  verbs, to  say th a t  an  a c tio n  s ta r te d  in  th e  p as t and  

is s ti ll  h a p p e n in g  now .

• T h is  use  is co m m o n  w ith  t im e  exp ress io ns like How long...?, 
for  o r  since, all day /  evening, etc.

• D o n 't use the  sim ple p resen t o r  co n tin u ou s in  th is  situ ation .

N O T  I know Keiko since I was a child.
2 fo r rep ea te d  a c tio n s , e sp ec ia lly  w ith  a tim e  ex pressio n , 

e.g., all day, recently.
3 fo r c o n tin u o u s  a c tio n s  th a t have ju st f in ish ed  (b u t th a t  have 

p re se n t resu lts).

1 I've been learning F rench  fo r  th e  la s t th re e  1 39)))
years . H e 's  liked classica l m u sic s in ce  he  w as a  teenager.

2 S h e 's  been having a go od  t im e  a t  schoo l. T h e y 'v e  had 
th a t  e a r  fo r  a t least ten  years.

3 W e’v e  lived in  th is  to w n  s ince  1980 . W e’v e  been living in 

a  ren ted  h o u se  fo r th e  la s t tw o  m o n th s .

4  I’ve painted th e  k itch en . I’ve been painting the  k itch en .

1 T o  ta lk  a b o u t an u n f in is h ed  ac tion  w e u sua lly  use the  p resen t 

p e rfe c t c o n tin u o u s  w ith  a c tio n  verbs  and  th e  p re sen t perfec t 

sim ple w ith  n o n a c tio n  verbs.

2 S om e v e rbs  ca n  be ac tio n  o r  n o n a c tio n  d e p e n d in g  on  th e ir 

m ean ing , e.g., have a good time = ac tion , have a car = nonaction .

3  W ith  th e  verbs  live o r  work you  ca n  o f te n  u se  th e  p resen t 

p e rfe c t s im ple  o r  co n tin u ou s . H ow ever, w e usually  u se  the 

p resen t perfec t co n tin uo u s fo r  sho rte r, m ore tem po ra ry  ac tions.

4 T h e  p rese n t  p e rfe c t s im p le  em p h a size s the  co m p le tio n  o f  an  

ac tio n  (= th e  k itch en  h a s  be e n  pa in ted ). T h e  p re se n t p e rfec t  

c o n tin u o u s  e m p h as ize s  th e  d u ra tio n  o f  a n  ac tio n , t h a t  m ay o r  

m ay n o t be f in ish ed  (= the p a in tin g  o f  th e  k itch en  m ay n o t be 

f in ish ed  vet).

a (C i rc le )  th e  c o r r e c t  f o r m  o f  th e  v e rb . C h e c k  ( / )  i f  b o th  

a re  p o s s ib le .

H av e  y o u  everlqucd)/ been trying c a v ia r?

1 S h e 's  worked /  been working h e re  s in c e  July.

2 Y o u r m o th e r  h a s  called /  been calling th r e e  t im e s  t h is  

m o rn in g !

3 T h e  k id s  a re  e x h a u s te d  b e c a u se  th e y ’ve run /  been 
running a ro u n d  a ll  day.

4  T im  a n d  L ucy h a v e n 't  seen /  been seeing o u r  n e w  h o u se .

5 I ’ve n e v e r  met / been meeting h e r  b o y fr ie n d . H a v e  you?

6  It 's  rained /  been raining a l l  m o rn in g .

7  We’ve already had /  We’ve already been having lu n ch .

8  M y  s is te r  h a s  lived /  been living a lo n e  s in ce  h e r  d iv o rce .

b C o m p le te  th e  s e n te n c e  w i t h  th e  b e s t  f o r m  o f  th e  v e rb  

in  p a r e n th e s e s ,  p r e s e n t  p e r f e c t  s im p le  o r  c o n tin u o u s .

I’ve bought a  n e w  c a r . D o  y o u  l ike  it?  (buy)

1 W e _________________ Jack  a n d  A n n  fo r  y ea rs , (kn o w )

2  Y ou lo o k  rea lly  h o t . ___________________________ a t th e

g y m ?  (yo u  / w o rk  out)

3  E m ily _________________ h e r  h o m e w o rk  ye t, so  sh e  c a n ’t

g o  o u t. (n o t do)

4  T h e y  d o n ’t live in  M ia m i. T h e y ____________ . (m ove)

5 I _________________ t im e  to  c o o k  a n y th in g , (n o t  have)

6  W e ____________ fo r  h o u rs .  Is th is  th e  r ig h t  w ay? (w alk)

7  _____________ y o u _______________ m y  d ia ry  a g a in ?  (read )

8  O h , no ! I _________________ m y  f in g e r  o n  t h is  k n ife , (cut)
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