
GRAMMAR BANK4B
Zero and first conditionals, future time clauses 
(with all present and future forms)

ze ro  conditional

I f  you  w a n t  to  be  in  shap e , you  n e e d  t o  exe rc ise  2 39)))

every  day.

I f  peo p le  a r e  w e a r in g  h e ad p h on e s w h ile  w a lk in g , th ey  o ften  

d o n ’t  n o t i c e  o th e r  people.

Ify o u  h a v e n ’t  b e e n  to  N ew  Y ork, you  h a v e n ’t  liv e d .

To ta lk  a b o u t so m e th in g  th a t  is a lw ays tru e  o r  alw ays h ap p ens  

as  a re su lt o f  s o m e th in g  else, we use  if  + sim ple  p resen t, a n d  the 

sim ple  p re sen t  in  th e  o th e r  clause.

• You ca n  a lso  use  th e  p rese n t  co n tin u o u s  o r  p re se n t pe rfec t 

in  e ith e r  c lause.

f i r s t  conditional

I f th e  p h o to s  a r e  go od , I’l l  s e n d  th em  to  you. 2 40)))

I f  y o u ’r e  n o t  g o in g  to  Jason 's p a rty , I ’m  n o t  g o in g  t o  go  

e ither.

I f  I h a v e n ’t  c o m e  b a c k  by 9 :00 , s t a r t  d in n e r  w ith o u t m e.

I’l l  h a v e  f in i s h e d  in  a n  h o u r  i fy o u  d o n ’t  d is tu rb  m e.

To ta lk  a b o u t so m e th in g  th a t  w ill p ro bab ly  h a p p e n  in  th e  fu tu re , 

we use  if + a p rese n t ten se , a n d  a fu tu re  ten se  in  th e  o th e r  c lause .

• You ca n  use  any  p rese n t fo rm  in  th e (/-c lause (sim ple 

p resen t, c o n tin u o u s , o r  pe rfec t)  and  an y  fu tu re  fo rm  

(will, going to, fu tu re  p e rfec t, fu tu re  co n tin u o u s)  o r  an  

im pe ra tiv e  in  th e  o th e r  clause.

f u tu r e  t im e  c la u se s

I 'll  b e  ready  as so o n  as I ’ve  h a d  a  cup  o f  co ffee . 2  41)))

T ex t m e  w hen  y ou r t r a in ’s c o m in g  i n t o  th e  s ta t io n .

I'm  n o t go ing  to  buy  the  new  m ode l u n t il  th e  p rice h a s  g o n e  

d o w n  a  little .

I 'm  n o t go ing  to  w ork  o v e rtim e  th is  w eek end  u n les s  I g e t  paid 

fo r  it.

T ake y o u r  u m b re lla  in  case  it 's  r a i n i n g  w h e n  you leave w ork .

W h e n  you a re  ta lk in g  a b o u t th e  fu tu re , u se  a p rese n t ten se  a fte r  

the se  ex pressions: as soon as, when, until, unless, before, after, 
and  in case. T h is  can  be  any  p re sen t  fo rm , e.g., s im p le  p resen t, 

p rese n t  c o n tin u o u s , p rese n t pe rfec t.

• W e use  in case w hen  we do  so m e th in g  in  o rd e r  to  be  read y 

fo r  fu tu re  s itu a tio n s  / p rob lem s. C o m p a re  th e  use  o f  if  and  

in case:
I’ll take an umbrella if it rains. = l w o n 't  take  a n  u m b re lla  i f  it 

d o e s n 't ra in .

/ 'l l  take an umbrella in case it rains. = I 'll  take  a n  u m b re lla  

anyw ay because  it m ig h t ra in .

a (C irc le )  th e  c o r r e c t  fo rm .

D o n ’t  w o rry . RobCiydUiave passeffef has passed th e  

e x a m  i f  h e  s tu d ie d  e n o u g h .

1 I f  y o u ’re  not feeling / won’t be feeling b e t te r  

to m o rro w , y o u  sh o u ld  g o  to  t h e  d o c to r 's .

2 I f  w e 're  lucky, w e ’ll have sold / ve sold o u r  h o u se  

b y  N e w  Y ea r’s.

3  I 'l l  pay  fo r  d in n e r  -  i f  I have /  ’ll have e n o u g h  

m o ney!

4  I f  w e  c o n t in u e  p la y in g  lik e  th is , w e ’ll have 
scored / have scored t e n  g o a ls  by  h a lf t im e .

5 D o n ’t  c a l l  S o p h ie  no w . I f  i t ’s 8  o 'c lo ck , s h e 'l l  bath 
I ’ll be bathing th e  baby .

6  I f  y o u  d o n 't  h u r r y  up , you  don’t get /  w on 't get to  

s c h o o l o n  tim e .

7  You c a n  b e  f in e d  i f  y o u  a re n ’t wearing / w o n 't  be 
wearing a  s e a t  b e lt  in  y o u r  ca r.

8  I fy o u  go  o u t w i th  w e t h a ir , y o u 'll  catch /  ’ll be 
catching a  co ld .

9  M y  s u itc a s e  always gets /  will always get lo s t  i f  I 

h ave  a  c o n n e c t in g  f lig h t .

10 I w o n ’t go / d o n ’t go to  w o rk  o n  M o n d a y  i f  m y 

d a u g h te r  is s ti l l  sick.

b C o m p le t e  t h e  s e n te n c e s  w i th  a  t im e  e x p re s s io n  f r o m  th e  lis t. 

Y ou  h a v e  to  u s e  s o m e  w o r d s  m o r e  th a n  o n c e .

after as soon as (x2) before if 
in case (x2) unless (x2) until when

I 'll  ca l l y o u  as soon as m y  p la n e  lan d s .

1 I 'm  g o in g  to  p a c k  m y  s u i tc a s e ____________ I go  t o  b ed .

2  D o  yo u  w a n t to  b o r ro w  m y G P S ______________ you  g e t  los t?

3  I’ll b e  le a v in g  w o r k  e a r ly  t o m o r r o w ______________ m y  b o ss

h a s  a  c r is is .

4  I’ll b e  m e e t in g  a n  o ld  f r i e n d _______________I ’m  in  S a n

F ra n c is c o  n e x t  w eek .

5  D o n ’t w o rry .  I’ll c a ll y o u _______________I o p e n  th e  l e t te r  w i th

m y  te s t  s co re s .

6  _______________I’m  late  to m o rro w , s ta r t  th e  m e e tin g  w i th o u t m e.

7 M e i T in g  w il l hav e  p a c k ed  s o m e  s a n d w ic h e s _______________

w e  g e t  h u n g ry .

8  T h e  c h ild re n  w ill b e  p lay in g  in  th e  p a r k ______________ it g e ts

d a rk .

9  _______________w e 'v e  h a d  lu n c h  w e  c o u ld  g o  fo r  a  w a lk .

10 D o n 't  c a ll 9 1 1 _______________i t ’s a  re a l  em erg en cy .
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