Floating Trains: What a Way to Go

Viewed head on and from a distance, the train of the future looks like an
overgrown bobsled on stilts. As it approaches its track 23 feet above the ground, it
fails almost all the tests of recognition (##12i%3&) :there are no engines, no
rumble, and no screech. As the train hurtles by, there is only a vast whoosh, the
sound of air being parted by a vehicle traveling at close to 300 miles per hour.

The new train is called a maglev, a contraction (455) of magnetic levitation.
The vehicle lacks that litany of trainlike properties because it floats in the air,

supported by the force of immensely powerful magnets. Instead of rolling on rails,
it actually flies, using magnets for propulsion.

Unhindered by any friction except wind resistance, the maglev can attain speeds
unheard of in ordinary land travel—the fastest conventional train. France’s TGV

GEEEZESIZE) hits only 186 miles per hour. One maglev is already running: a
short, slow-moving (25 miles per hour) line in Britain that shuttles people from
Birmingham’s airport to the railway station.

But much faster prototypes are being tested, and ambitious projects could get
under way next year, including a 230-mile link between the Los Angeles area and
the gambling mecca of Las Vegas.
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