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Grammar Notes
SECOND CONDITIONAL

A. Introduction to Conditionals

ConditionDls Dre used to e[press Dbhypothetical situation. This is when you 
donȇt NnoZ iI something ZillbhDppen or not, so you mDNe D guess Dbout 
ZhDt the result might be. 7here Dre Iour conditionDl pDtterns in the English 
lDnguDge, Dnd theybusuDlly involve Dn ȊiIȋ clDuse. 7his lesson ZillbIocus 
onbthe second conditional, Dlso NnoZn Ds the unreal conditional.

B. The Second Conditional

Examples

Sentences Condition Outcome Explanation

• If we won the lottery,  
we would travel around the world. 

• We would travel around the world  
if we won the lottery. 

winning the 
lottery

travelling 
around 
thebZorld

Winning the 
lottery is rDre, 
so this is very 
unlikely.

• If I had Zings, I would fly to Japan.

• I would fly to Japan if I had wings. 

having 
wings

ȵying 
tob-DpDn

I don’t have 
Zings, so this 
isbimpossible.

• If Lisa lived neDr the beDch, she would learn to surf. 

• Lisa would learn to surf if she lived neDr the beDch. 

living near 
the beDch

learning 
tobsurI

She doesn’t live 
neDr the beDch 
noZ, so this 
isbunlikely.

Pattern: II � pDst, Zould � bDse verb

Use:  The second conditional shows an unlikely or 
impossibleboutcome thDt Zouldnȇt hDppen in 
most cDses �unless D speciȴc condition Zere 
somehow met).

Tip #1
7he verb in the if clause is a simple past verb, Dnd the 
verb in the main clause is would + the base form of 
the verb. $ sentence cDn begin Zith either clDuse Zith 
nobchDnge in meDning. Remember thDt D sentence 
thDt begins Zith Dn if clause is IolloZed by D commD.

• If they had more money, they Zould buy D cDr.
• They would buy a car if they had more money.
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Grammar Notes cont.

B. The Second Conditional cont.

Tip #3
Would can contract to ‘d with 
subMects thDt Dre pronouns. 
Would not can contract to 
wouldn’t Zith Dny subMect.

• II the clerN Zere tDller, 
she’dbbe Dble to reDch 
thebtop shelI.

• If my coworker 
inherited D lot oI money, 
hebprobDbly wouldn’t 
ZorNbherebDnymore.

Tip #4
Could + base verb cDn be used 
in plDce oI D pDst verb or would 
+ base verb to indicDte Dbility or 
possibility.

• If I could ski, I Zould buy 
a season’s pass at my 
locDlbmountDin.

• II I didnȇt hDve to bDbysit 
tonight, I could go to 
Marco’s party.

Examples cont.

Sentences Condition Outcome Explanation

• If I were rich, I wouldn’t work anymore.*

• I wouldn’t work anymore if I were rich.
being rich

not 
working

I don’t have a 
lot of money 
right noZ, so 
this is unlikely.

• If my grandparents were young DgDin,  
they would do things di΍erently.

• My grandparents would do things  
di΍erently iI they were young again.

being 
youngbDgDin

living life in 
D di΍erent 
way

They can’t 
go bDcN in 
time, so this 
isbimpossible.

• If the children had D pool, they would swim every day.

• The children would swim every day if they had a pool.

having 
Dbpool

swimming 
every day

They don’t have 
D pool noZ, so 
this isbunlikely.

• If she grew Dn e[trD heDd, she would be twice as smart.

• She would be twice as smart if she grew an extra head.

growing 
another 
head

being tZice 
as smart

She can’t 
grow another 
heDd, so this 
isbimpossible.

*Tip #2
The Be verb in conditionDl 
sentences is always were 
(not was� Ior Dll subMects. 
6omebpeople choose to 
ignorebthis rule, but itȇs 
bestbtobIolloZ it.

• If I were D dog, I Zould lie 
around in the sun all day.

• If Juan were Dn DstronDut, 
he Zould ȵy to the moon.
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Exercise 1
MULTIPLE-CHOICE

Circle the best DnsZer.

E[. I Zould buy D neZ cDr iI I ɅɅɅ more money. 
 
D� hDd 
b� hDve 
c� Zill hDve

1. II I Zere hungry, I ɅɅɅ a sandwich. 
 
D� mDNe 
b� Zill mDNe 
c� Zould mDNe

2. If he ɅɅɅ his homeZorN every dDy,  
he Zould get better mDrNs. 
 
D� did 
b� does 
c� Zill do

3. II our pDrtners Zere here,  
they ɅɅɅ us what to do. 
 
D� told 
b� Zould tell 
c� tell

4. I would help her if she ɅɅɅ me. 
 
D� Zill DsN 
b� DsNed 
c� DsNs

5. II my brother Iound D �20  
bill on the street, he ɅɅɅ it. 
 
D� Zill Neep 
b� Nept 
c� Zould Neep

6. I ɅɅɅ to your party on Saturday  
if I didn’t have to work. 
 
D� cDme 
b� Zould come 
c� Zill come

7. I would call them if I ɅɅɅ their  
telephone number. 
 
D� NneZ 
b� NnoZ 
c� Zill NnoZ

8. She wouldn’t fall asleep in class 
if she ɅɅɅ so tired. 
 
D� ZDsnȇt 
b� ZDs 
c� Zerenȇt

9. If my friend ɅɅɅ so busy,  
he would have time to hang out with me. 
 
D� Zerenȇt 
b� Zere 
c� ZDs

10. II I didnȇt hDve to go out tonight,  
I ɅɅɅ relax at home. 
 
D� could 
b� didnȇt 
c� Zouldnȇt
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Exercise 2
FILL IN THE BLANKS

Complete the IolloZing sentences using the correct Iorm oI the verbs provided.

E[. FrDnN is DlZDys tired. II he ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ to bed eDrlier every night,  

he ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ much better.

1. Itȇs 0ondDy todDy, but iI it ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ 6DturdDy, I ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ to the beDch.

2. I donȇt hDve Dny money noZ, but iI I ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ some, I ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ it to you.

3. I hDve to ZorN tomorroZ, but iI I ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ Iree, I ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ shopping with you.

4. $my cDn only speDN one lDnguDge, but iI she ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ tZo lDnguDges,  

she ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ Ior D Mob Dt the 0ulticulturDl Centre.

5. Sue doesn’t know how to knit. If she ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ hoZ to Nnit,  

she ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ D sZeDter Ior you Ior your birthdDy.

6. I don’t own a pair of skis. If I ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ sNis, I ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ skiing with you.

7. :e Dre not going to buy thDt house, but iI it ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ D little cheDper,  

we ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ it.

8. +e IDils his e[Dms becDuse he gets so nervous. II he ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ , he ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ .

9. John has a lot of car accidents. If he ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ more cDreIully,  

he ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ fewer accidents.

10. Robert smoNes D lot. II he ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ smoNing, his cough ɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅɅ better.

(be) (go)

(have)

(be)

(can speak)

(apply)

(know)

(make)

(have)

(be)

(buy)

(lend)

(go)

(go)

(relax) (pass)

(drive)

(have)

(quit) (get)

(go)
went

(feel)
would feel


