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Current Events Presentation

Preamble: 	
Today, Canadians consume more information than ever but struggle to understand and critically analyze this data. During the Civics course, students will make presentations about current events to encourage regular review of news sources; spark an interest in current events; hone oral presentation skills and provide opportunity to assess media bias. 
	
Tasks: 	
Students will choose a current news event (current is no more than 48 hours old) from any credible source (print, online, radio, television) to showcase to the class by summarizing it and leading a discussion about questions arising from the news item.

Students will also provide a written report of your current event.

Required Components
The presentation will be between 5-7 minutes long and will include:
· Summary of the current event  (3 minutes)
Do not read/recite the news story verbatim; simply provide enough background information for the class to understand the context of the news item.  You may share a photo – highlighted sections of the news story or a radio or video clip of the news story.
· Analysis of how this story relates to the study of Civics.
· A suggestion for what Canadian citizens can do about this issue.
· Examination of how the story is linked to appropriate level(s) of government. (municipal, provincial, federal, global)
· Description of what news source was used and whether there is perceived bias within the reporting.
· Argument for how this story is important or could have an impact upon Canadian society from a Civic perspective.
· An explanation of why the story is important enough to you that you selected this item?




How to Present
Students should create a PowerPoint presentation and submit before class begins. 

The presenting student will have Mic/Camera/Sharing access and will be able to show their news report in the Virtual Classroom. Students may want to remind people of the need to respect everyone’s opinions even when they are different from their own. 

Presentations needs to be audible, well thought out, and clearly communicated. 

Remember that your reporting should be unbiased and stick to facts & theory instead of emotion and belief.

Research Notes
Each student will hand in their Research Notes. They will be evaluated on the selection of research sources as well as the information recorded in their notes.
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Research notes can be completed in Point form or jot dots. They do not require formal written conventions or paragraphs.
Student:					Current Event:					

	Criteria
	Level 1 (50-59%)
	Level 2 (60-69%)
	Level 3 (70-79%)
	Level 4 (80% and up)

	Knowledge/ Understanding 
selects and summarizes credible current news event (Canadian or relevant to Canada) and source 
	beginning understanding of how to identify and summarize a news story  
	some understanding of how to select and summarize a credible news story 
	clear understanding of how to identify and summarize a news story 
	insightful understanding of how to identify and summarize a news story

	Thinking 
formulates questions to address in discussion about current event topics

assesses the credibility of source for author bias in written summary
	beginning ability to formulate different types of questions 


limited assessment of credibility of source for bias in written summary
	developing ability to formulate different types of questions 


some assessment of credibility of source for bias in written summary
	clear ability to formulate different types of questions 


effective assessment of source bias in written summary
	excellent ability to formulate different types of questions 


persuasive assessment of credibility of source for bias in written summary

	Communication 
deliver a concise coherent oral presentation 


	Attempt made to present ideas coherently.


	satisfactory clarity of expressed ideas    




	clear ability to communicate ideas coherently 



	persuasive ability to communicate ideas coherently 




	Application 
Research Notes

connect to current Canadian events
	Research notes show limited scope of thought or reading.

makes few connections to Canadian current events 
	Research notes show some organization


makes some connections to Canadian current events 
	Research notes show organization of research material

makes clear connections to Canadian current events
	Notes organized with extended reading or research

makes insightful connections to Canadian current events 



Notes:
