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HSB4U: Social Change Research Assignment
Your task is to research how a specific society has changed and to write a 3-4 page APA research paper about your chosen topic. Topics include: 
· Social change among the Amish in North America 
· Social change among the Inuit in the Northern communities 
· Social change amongst prison systems and reform
· Social change in Brazil
· Social change amongst those with disabilities (Ontario’s building code)
· Social change amongst laws in Saudi Arabia (women as drivers)
· Social change with poverty in Malawi 
· Social change with government relations between Canadian government and the FNMI community
· Social change with government relations between Australian government and the Indigenous population
· Social change due to terrorism in North America
· Social change regarding Arab-Western relations 
· Social change regarding body image and size in North America
· A topic of your choice
Instructions: Complete the following components in full paragraph form.
1) Introduction: briefly introduce your topic, and what has happened regarding change historically. Answer whether you will study it from an anthropological, psychological, or sociological viewpoint. Be sure to cover your report with an APA title page.
2) Apply a theory of social change to the topic of your choice (Functionalism, Conflict, Challenge and Response, Cyclical, or Evolution). 
3) Explain, using facts and statistics, how the respective subject of your paper has undergone social change. Compare the development or progress of this subject to the past, and how it is presently.
4) Is the social change best studied through a sociological lens, an anthropological lens, or a psychological lens? Why?
5) Conclusion: summarize your findings and end with an impactful statement about the measurable changes of the society.
6) Cite each source by using in-text citations (either direct quotations or indirect citations) and reference your research using a full references page at the end of your paper.
Curriculum Expectations:
· A2.2: locate and select information relevant to investigations from a variety of secondary sources
· A2.3: assess various aspects of information gathered from primary and secondary sources (e.g., relevance, reliability)
· A3.4: demonstrate academic honesty by documenting the sources of all information generated through research 
· A1.2: identify key concepts related to their selected topics
· A4.2: use terms related to social change correctly 
















Social Change Research Rubric
	Achievement Categories
	Level 1
50-59%
	Level 2
60-69%
	Level 3
70-79%
	Level 4
80-100%

	Knowledge

-Appropriately outlines the respective changes of the society in the introduction, and states the theory of change and the lens that they will be using. Effectively summarizes their findings in their conclusion.
	Student shows a limited understanding of the respective changes of the society.  
	Students shows somewhat of an understanding of the respective changes of the society.  
	Student shows a good understanding of the respective changes of the society.  
	Students shows an excellent understanding of the respective changes of the society.  

	Thinking/Inquiry

-Effectively explains how the society has changed by comparing it to the past and how it functions presently. 

	Student uses factual evidence to support the changes (statistics, analysis, experts, etc.) with a limited degree of effectiveness.  
	Student uses factual evidence to support the changes (statistics, analysis, experts, etc.) with a somewhat degree of effectiveness.  
	 Student uses factual evidence to support the changes (statistics, analysis, experts, etc.) with a good degree of effectiveness.  
	Student uses factual evidence to support the changes (statistics, analysis, experts, etc.) with a high degree of effectiveness.  

	Communication

-Proper sentence structure is evident throughout the paper. Includes a proper APA/MLA title page and in-text citations, and a references page. 
	Student has shown limited evidence of editing their work and limited control of conventions like spelling and grammar is evident. 
	Student has shown some evidence of editing their work and some control of conventions like spelling and grammar is evident. 
	Student has shown evidence of editing their work and control of conventions like spelling and grammar is evident. 
	Student has shown much evidence of editing their work and control of conventions like spelling and grammar is highly evident. 

	Application 

-Precise and detailed connection between the topic, theories of social change, and the lens of the social science discipline (anthropology, psychology, or sociology)

	Student has a limited connection between the topic and the theories of social change. 
	Student has some connection between the topic and the theories of social change.  
	Student has a good connection between the topic and the theories of social change.  
	Student has an excellent connection between the topic and the theories of social change.  
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