[image: ] How to Write a Great Essay 

1. BRAINSTORM: Don’t go on the Internet.                      
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Description automatically generated] Go to a cafe or sit in a quiet room and THINK. Think! Think! Think! Think! Think! ........

What do you already know about the Essay topic? Make a list of your own ideas!

Go back to the text (the play, novel, poem etc.) looking for ideas, examples etc you can use in your essay. Brainstorm some more. Think! Think! Think! Think! Think! ........

Now, you can look for some ideas on the Internet ... just to stimulate your thinking. UNDERSTAND THEM and write them down in your own words (paraphrasing). 

IMPORTANT: Keep note of the sources for MLA citation
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2. Make an OUTLINE:
INTRODUCTION:  Hook   +   2-3 ideas    +   Thesis
BODY PARAGRAPHS:  Topic Sentence;  1st Idea (maybe sub-ideas); Support(s): Evidence from text – direct quotations or paraphrased – MLA !!!!) Conclusion sentence and how it supports the thesis.

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH: Summarize 3 main ideas, restate Thesis, end the essay with a ‘SO WHAT’ general statement.

NOW: Read again the assignment instructions / Expectations / Rubric Marking Scheme.  Forget anything? No! Then you’re ready to begin writing your essay and collect your treasure. 

Read aloud your essay before submitting it – YOU WILL HEAR AWKWARD WRITING AND  CATCH MISPELLINGS                                           
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