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Learning Goals
By completing this assignment, students will demonstrate the ability to:
1. Explain how international trade, foreign investment, and multinational corporations (MNCs) create interdependence among nations
1. Analyze the economic benefits and costs of globalization for developed and developing countries
1. Apply economic theories (e.g., comparative advantage, terms of trade) to real-world trade scenarios
1. Evaluate the role of international institutions (e.g., WTO, IMF, World Bank) in governing global economic activity

Ontario Curriculum Expectations
This assignment addresses the following CIA4U overall expectations:
1. D1 – Describe the factors that promote economic interdependence among nations
1. D2 – Explain the economic, social, and environmental impacts of globalization
1. D3 – Analyze Canada's role in the global economy and evaluate trade policies

Task Description
You will write a one-to-two page report (approximately 400–600 words, double-spaced) that analyzes global economic interdependence through a specific, contemporary case study of your choice. Your report must be structured using the following sections:

Report Structure
	Section
	Required Content

	Introduction (1 paragraph)
	Introduce your chosen case study (e.g., Canada–US trade relations, supply chains in Southeast Asia, fair trade coffee, China's Belt and Road Initiative). Define global interdependence and state your thesis.

	Economic Analysis (2–3 paragraphs)
	Apply at least two economic concepts from the CIA4U course (e.g., comparative advantage, balance of payments, terms of trade, FDI, trade surplus/deficit). Analyze how your case study demonstrates global interdependence.

	Evaluation (1 paragraph)
	Assess the benefits and drawbacks of interdependence in your case study. Consider perspectives of both developed and developing nations where relevant.

	Conclusion (1 paragraph)
	Summarize your key findings. Reflect on what your case study reveals about Canada's place in the global economy or about the future of globalization.

	Works Cited / References
	Minimum 3 credible sources (news articles, government reports, academic sources). Use APA or MLA format consistently throughout.



Suggested Case Studies (Choose One — or Propose Your Own)
1. Canada–United States–Mexico Agreement (CUSMA/USMCA) and its impact on Canadian manufacturing
1. Global semiconductor supply chain disruptions (2020–present)
1. China's Belt and Road Initiative and its effects on developing economies
1. Fair trade certification and its role in equalizing global trade
1. Oil price volatility and its effects on petro-state economies (e.g., Canada, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela)
1. The role of the WTO in resolving trade disputes between major economies
Note: Students wishing to use a different case study must obtain teacher approval at least one week before the due date.

Formatting & Submission Requirements
1. Length: 400–600 words (not including Works Cited); 1–2 pages
1. Font: Times New Roman or Arial, 12pt, double-spaced
1. Margins: 1 inch on all sides
1. Header: Include your name, course code, teacher name, and date on the first page
1. Citations: APA 7th edition or MLA 9th edition (choose one and apply consistently)
1. Submission: Upload as a PDF to Google Classroom before 11:59 PM on the due date
1. Late Policy: 10% deducted per school day; not accepted after 3 school days without prior approval

Academic Integrity: All work submitted must be your own. The use of AI text-generation tools (e.g., ChatGPT) to write your report is not permitted. Proper citation of all sources is required. Violations of academic integrity will be addressed in accordance with school board policy.

KTCA Assessment Rubric
This assignment will be evaluated using the four categories of the Ontario Achievement Chart:

	Category
	Level 1 (50–59%)
	Level 2 (60–69%)
	Level 3 (70–79%)
	Level 4 (80–100%)

	K
Knowledge & Understanding
(25%)
	Limited knowledge of global interdependence concepts; major gaps or errors in economic terminology.
	Some knowledge demonstrated; partial understanding of trade, globalization, or MNC concepts with minor errors.
	Solid knowledge of key concepts; accurate use of most economic terminology related to global trade and interdependence.
	Thorough, precise knowledge; sophisticated use of economic concepts (e.g., comparative advantage, BoP, trade blocs) throughout.

	T
Thinking & Inquiry
(25%)
	Little critical analysis; descriptive only; no meaningful inquiry or connection between economic forces.
	Some analysis present; basic connections made between global economic events; limited depth of inquiry.
	Clear analysis of causes and effects; logical inquiry into how interdependence shapes economies; some complexity explored.
	Insightful, sophisticated analysis; probing inquiry; nuanced exploration of economic interdependence with compelling evidence.

	C
Communication
(25%)
	Unclear structure; poor use of economic vocabulary; significant errors in grammar or citation format.
	Some structure; basic economic vocabulary; occasional errors; citation format partially followed.
	Clear, organized report; appropriate economic language; mostly correct grammar; citations properly formatted (MLA/APA).
	Highly polished, well-structured report; precise economic vocabulary; flawless citations; professional academic tone throughout.

	A
Application
(25%)
	Little to no application of theory to real-world context; case study absent or irrelevant.
	Some application to real-world example; limited connection between economic theory and chosen case study.
	Effective application of theory to a relevant real-world case; clear links to course concepts and current events.
	Exceptional real-world application; seamlessly connects economic theory to contemporary global events; original insight evident.



Mark Summary
	Category
	Level Achieved
	Marks Earned / 25
	Teacher Comments

	Knowledge & Understanding (K)
	
	          / 25
	

	Thinking & Inquiry (T)
	
	          / 25
	

	Communication (C)
	
	          / 25
	

	Application (A)
	
	          / 25
	

	TOTAL MARK:
	          / 100
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